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The real Robinson Crusoe, Mutiny on the 
Bounty, Butch and Sundance, the Great 
Escape and many more! 

Great Adventures is full of real-life stories 
of daring escapades, incredible voyages, 
gripping yarns and life-or-death journeys 
of survival. Full of some of history’s most 
intrepid characters, these tales will have 
you on the edge of your seat.. 
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Welcome 


Often, our first exposure to some of 
the most remarkable stories from the 
past comes from watching movies 
with the famous epithet “based on a 
true story”. 

But so often the story in the 
movie is far from reality. Sometimes, characters 
are changed to suit a writer or director’s whim, 
sometimes events happen out of order, or parts 
of the story are altered, and sometimes the whole 
thing is a complete fabrication. 

So how to separate fact from fiction? That’s where 
Hollywood Histories Revealed comes in. Over 
the next 100+ pages, we’ll tell you what really 
happened. 

If you enjoy reading this bookazine, don’t forget 
you can get more great stories from the past every 
month in History Revealed magazine. 





As~ 


Paul McGuinness 
editor@historyrevealed.com 


ON THE COVER: ALAMY X2, BRIDGEMAN IMAGES X1, GETTY X9, MOVIE STILLS X3, PRESS ASSOCIATION X2, REX/SHUTTERSTOCK X1, TOPFOTO X1 





=] S0/5)-48 SB) Bringing the past to life 


EDITORIAL 

Editor Paul McGuinness 

Production Editor Alicea Francis 

Staff Writer Alice Barnes-Brown 

Writers Mark Glancy, Tom Symmons, Brand Sales Executive 

Jonny Wilkes Sam Evanson 0117 314 8754 

ART sam.evanson@immediate.co.uk 

Art Editor Sheuckucic Subscriptions Director 

Picture Editor Rosie McPherson Jacky Perales-Morris | ; 
Senior Direct Marketing Executive 
Natalie Lawrence 





CIRCULATION 
Circulation Manager Helen Seymour 


PUBLISHING 

Publisher David Musgrove 
Publishing Director Andy Healy 
Managing Director Andy Marshall 
Chairman Stephen Alexander 
Deputy Chairman Peter Phippen 
CEO Tom Bureau 


ADVERTISING & MARKETING 
Advertisement Manager 

Sam Jones O117 314 8847 
sam.jones@immediate.co.uk PRODUCTION 

Production Director Sarah Powell 
Production Co-ordinator 

Emily Mounter 

Ad Co-ordinator Jade O’Halloran 
Ad Designer Rachel Shircore 
Reprographics Rob Fletcher, 
lony Hunt, Chris Suteh 


To become a subscriber to 
History Revealed, please turn 
to page 36 for details of our 
PRESS & PR latest subscription offer 
Communications Manager 

Dominic Lobley 020 7150 5015 

dominic.lobley@immediate.co.uk 


© Immediate Media Company Bristol 2017. All rights reserved. No part of Britain’s Greatest Battles may be reproduced in any form or by any means either wholly or in 
part, without prior written permission of the publisher. Not to be resold, lent, hired out or otherwise disposed of by way of trade at more than the recommended retail 
price or in mutilated condition. Printed in the UK by William Gibbons Ltd. The publisher, editor and authors accept no responsibility in respect of any products, goods or 
services which may be advertised or referred to in this issue or for any errors, omissions, misstatements or mistakes in any such advertisements or references. 


IMMEDIATE | C recycle 


iPM: yest hemeve itil sey 
this eegeies ple reyes i. 





HOLLYWOOD HISTORIES REVEALED 


Na) 
x 
ep) 
—. 
= 
‘ao 
ep) 
a 
> 
e) 
= 
N 
x 
> 
‘a 
- 
uw 
1) 
x 
lw 
Zz 
) 
‘a 
ZZ 
lw 
= 
= 
< 
ag 
Lu 
a 
ZZ 
uw 
Ne) 
x 
> 
= 
< 
= 
< 


22 


Ke)" MCT=Yo) ce [=A 
overcame his fear 
fo} im ello} | (omy of -¥-1 @lale, 


~ a Modern science 

“There are too ; oie >) i sheds fresh light 
many notes, AN. a ¥ 4 SN ro) se CT=Xo) ge [= ies 
a Key4-) a aad g7* ” A _ # . wy terrible illness 


attempt at ris a 
Wolf’s Lair complex 








se | no 
ee) =)'/-1 0 We) o) (=) | ol =) 0 eee 
Holocaust MOViCseg* 5 
won a host of . = \ et 
Oscars 


BM al= mete (em (-1 0) 
stacked against 
Gerard Butler’s 
Take mm m=Xeyal (ets 





"* I 
iy . 


1 q ws, ce | j 
- j 
= | 
Hi fe 
> | F i 1 | 
‘ 1 
F ; f 
F 4 = 
J 
s i ij 
| 
d al 


12 Years A Slave 

is based on the 

1853 memoir of 
To) Ceanreyamnteyadaiele | 


W7NE O41] = 
12 YEARS A SLAVE 


THE KING’S SPEECH 


THE ASSASSINATION 
| OF JESSE JAMES 


SCHINDLER’SLIST 418 


| THE KILLING FIELDS 54 


Henry VIII and 
Thomas More in 
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THE LAST KING 
OF SCOTLAND 
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Mark Glancy separates the fact from the 
fiction of Mel Gibson’s historically inspired 
epic, Braveheart, and discovers a legend 
that needed no exaggeration... 





el Gibson’s biopic of 
the Scottish patriot 
William Wallace 

is one of the most 
controversial historical 
films ever made. The 
debates surrounding the film can be 
corralled into two opposing camps. 

Its detractors regard it as a historical 
farrago. Like Gibson’s other forays into 
history, Braveheart is by turns cloyingly 
sentimental and savagely violent, and 
the past is twisted and distorted to 

suit these ends. Numerous articles, 
books and websites have been written 
detailing its falsehoods. Nevertheless, its 
admirers enjoy it as an action-packed 
epic and as a celebration of Scottish 
heroism, history and heritage. Not 

since the musical Brigadoon (1954) had 
a film so lovingly featured bagpipes, 
kilts and misty highland landscapes. 
These qualities, together with the film’s 
celebration of the rebellion of a common 
man against an authoritarian power, 
enabled Braveheart to win five Academy 
Awards® and earn over $200 million at 
box offices around the world. 


MAN OF MYSTERY 


Long before Braveheart, Wallace’s story 
was told in Blind Harry’s epic poem, The 
Wallace. For centuries, this was second 
only to The Bible as the most widely read 
book in Scotland. Written more than 

a century after Wallace’s death, Blind 
Harry’s account is compromised by the 
limitations of oral history and the aim 
of recreating Wallace as a chivalrous 
hero. Historians have struggled to piece 
together even the most basic facts of 
Wallace’s life, including the year and 
place of his birth. Blind Harry placed 

his birth in Elderslie in Renfrewshire, 
though claims are also made for Ellerslie 
in Ayrshire. The year is variously 
estimated to have been between 1260 
and 1278. It is thought that his father 
was a nobleman and land-owner, and 
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THE FACTS 


Director: 
Mel Gibson 
OFT 

Mel Gibson, 


Patrick McGoohan, 
Peter Hanly, 
Sophie Marceau, 
Catherine 
MKol Oe) da atclel@ 
Angus Macfadyen 





was not quite the man-of-the-people 
that Mel Gibson’s screen characterisation 
suggests. All agree, however, that he 
cut a striking figure. The tall, muscular, 
handsome man’s impressive stature 
and calm manner gave him an air of 
authority that inspired his followers. 
During Wallace’s youth, Scotland 
enjoyed relative stability and prosperity, 
as well as peace with England. But 
when the longstanding Scottish King, 
Alexander III, died in 1286, Scotland 
was thrown into turmoil. The King’s 
closest heir was his three year-old 
granddaughter, Margaret, the Maid 
of Norway. King Edward I of England 
proposed that his son, the future King 
Edward II, should marry Margaret, 
thereby drawing the two countries 
together, but Margaret became ill on 
the sea journey to Scotland in 1290, 


and died soon after reaching Orkney. 
Her death left a host of tenuous yet 
competing claims to the throne. During 
the interregnum, civil war loomed 

as factions gathered behind the two 
strongest contenders, John Balliol and 
Robert the Bruce. The Guardians of 
Scotland, a group of bishops and lords 
appointed to safeguard the country’s 
interests, invited Edward I to settle 

the matter, known as the Great Cause, 
1291-2. Edward, however, had recently 
conquered Wales, and was intent on 
using the Scottish crisis to strengthen 
his control over Scotland’s compliant 
nobility, and thereby subdue the country 
itself. Edward insisted that English 
troops should take over Scottish castles. 
He required Scotland’s noblemen to 
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streaked across the faces of 
these Scottish soldiers is very 
unlikely to have been used in 
the real battle. Ancient Scots 
did’ paint their faces blue to 
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“They may take our 
lives, but they’ll never 


take our freedom!’ 


LEFT: William Wallace leads the Scots into 
eyssaulomelel-|latsiansalsm =tareliicie 
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to beg for 
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William 
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FAR LEFT: The Wallace 
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an impression on Isabella 
of France | 
LEFT: The real Isabella 
ok aN has a fascinating story 
The romance between BA A hig / = she waged war against 
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the suggestion that Isabella was ” of England, successfully 
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Isabella was when 
Wallace was executed and she had 


not yet been to England. 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


Reportedly, William Wallace “et 
was never known as 
Braveheart - it seems that 
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“You have bled with Wallace, 


now bleed with me...” 


LEFT: After Wallace’s capture and death, Robert the 
Bruce went on to become King of the Scots, and is 
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MAIN: In the film, Bruce betrays Wallace at the Battle 
of Falkirk, but actually he was one of the rebel 
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SS bitter resentment. His involvement 11 September 1297. By this time, Wallace 
with Scotland’s fight for independence had joined forces with another Scot 
< take an oath of allegiance, recognising thus began with small-scale attacks on nationalist, Andrew Murray, but they 
him not only as King of England but as English soldiers, but as his reputation were still far outnumbered by the 
the ‘superior lord of Scotland’. Having grew, he attracted scores of followers, English troops. The two forces aligned 
decided that John Balliol had the and the attacks became more ambitious, —_on either side of the Forth with Stirling 


strongest claim to the Scottish crown, including raids on English garrisons. Bridge between them. The English were 


Edward also ensured that when Balliol so confident of victory over the ragtag 

was enthroned, on St Andrew’s Day in ‘RISE OF A HERO Scots that they proceeded towards 

1292, the new King of Scotland pledged ’ To the English he was of course them, crossing the narrow bridge from 

his loyalty to the English monarch. a notorious outlaw, but to the the south to the north bank. The Scots 
Not all Scots were so compliant. Pp Scots he was a hero, who proved waited until half the troops were across, 

Wallace’s father is said to have refused epeer that the English were not inviolable and then launched their attack. The 

to take an oath of fealty to the King of | ewes §=conquerors. This was certainly the English were trapped between the bridge 

England and to have died in a skirmish i - ra Mpeees lesson of his greatest victory, in and a tight bend in the river. In the 

with an English knight at Loudoun g = the Battle of Stirling Bridge on ensuing slaughter, over 5,000 English 


Hill in 1291. This, if accurate, and other 
indignities inflicted 
by English 
troops, added 
to William’s 


troops (cavalry and infantry) died. 


: . . This was an astonishing victory, 
Edward I, who, in the film, grants English eae anne niet ral aie aad 
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brides on their wedding nights in the months that followed, Wallace 
- but this didn’t really happen = was emboldened to launch attacks 
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“Every man dies, not every 


man really lives...” 


LEFT: A solemn William Wallace, shackled and 
beaten, is taken to his grim execution 
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Gibson’s Wallace had a 
considerably 
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film viewers. Instead of 
the full 

treatment, 
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in northern England (although in 
Northumberland and Cumberland rather 
than on York, as the film had it). Back 

at home, he was knighted and became a 
Guardian of Scotland. 


COST OF FREEDOM 


Wallace’s fortunes turned when King 
Edward I led an invasion of Scotland 
with a vast army, including many Irish 
and Welsh troops. With a hail of arrows 
falling upon them, the Scots lost the 
Battle of Falkirk on 22 July 1298. Wallace 
was not yet captured or killed — he went 
on to serve as an envoy, seeking support 
for Scotland in France and elsewhere. 
Edward placed a high price on Wallace’s 
head, and he was eventually betrayed 
and captured. He now faced a gruesome 
execution. On 23 August 1305, he was 
dragged through the streets of London to 
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outlaw, 
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Scots he was a hero” 


Smithfield, where he was hanged, drawn 
and quartered. 

The war against the English went 
on, initially under King Robert the 
Bruce, and until the Treaty of Berwick 
granted Scottish independence in 1357. 
Yet Wallace’s legend never dimmed. 
His uncompromising stance on 
independence, his refusal to bow to 
English power and authority, and his 
martyrdom, make him an irresistible 
figurehead for the nationalist cause. It 
is a cause that persists to this day, as the 
upcoming referendum demonstrates, 
and it is ill-served by a film as distorted 
as Braveheart. Its fabrications 
would make even Blind Harry blush. 
Wallace’s story hardly requires such 
embellishments, and the tale gains little 
by being twisted to suit the contrivances 
of the modern action film. © 
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VALKYRIE 


Mark Glancy unravels the conspiracy to kill 
Hitler that inspired one of the surprisingly 
few blockbusters about the Fuhrer 


he 20th July 1944 was a 
stiflingly hot day in the 
muggy forests of East 
Prussia, where Hitler 
plotted the progress of 
the war in his military 
headquarters known as the ‘Wolf’s Lair’. 
Hitler’s generals dreaded their visits to 
this gloomy, isolated spot - one referred 
to it as “a cross between a monastery 
and a concentration camp” - but their 
attendance at the military briefings was 
compulsory. So just after noon on that 
day, in a conference hut with windows 
opened in the hope of a breeze, some 
21 officers, two stenographers and the 
Fuhrer himself sat down at a long and 
heavy oak conference table to consider 
the latest dispatches. The news was 
not good. Russian troops advancing 
along the Eastern Front were little more 
than 60 miles from the Wolf’s Lair. To 
the west, the Allies had landed on the 
beaches of Normandy on 6 June, and 
established a long-awaited second front. 
Meanwhile in Germany itself, cities 
were pounded during the day by the 
American Air Force and at night by the 
Royal Air Force. Although no one was 
likely to admit it to Hitler, Germany’s 
defeat now appeared inevitable, even 
if it was still many months away. 
Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg was 
late arriving at this inevitably tense 
and reproachful meeting, but the 
distinguished and trusted officer took a 
seat less than two metres to the right of 
Hitler, placing his briefcase just beneath 
the edge of the conference table. Then, 
insisting that he needed to ring Berlin 
urgently, he suddenly left the room. 
Seven minutes later, the briefcase that 
he left behind exploded, blasting the 
table apart, sending flames through the 
room, and bringing down parts of the 
ceiling. Three officers and a stenographer 
were fatally wounded. Several more 
suffered from concussion, but most of 
the men around the conference table 
staggered out of the smoke-filled room 
in a state of shock. Hitler was among 
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THE FACTS 
Release date: 2008 
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the survivors. He had burns to his hair, 
his right arm and right leg, and he was 
bleeding. His clothes were in shreds 

and he had been thrown from his 

chair, leaving his backside “as blue as a 
baboon’s behind”, as he later joked. But 
the bomb had not killed him, and he left 
the conference room determined to find 
and punish everyone involved in plotting 
his attempted assassination. 


THE PLOT THICKENS 

Von Stauffenberg not only carried the 
two-pound bomb that nearly killed 
Hitler, he was also at the centre of a 
wider ring of conspirators who were 
determined to use the assassination 

of Hitler to spark a coup d’etat that 
would bring down the Nazi regime. 

An unlikely traitor, von Stauffenberg 
belonged to an aristocratic German 
family that traced its lineage back to 
the 14th century. He was born at the 
family’s castle in Swabia (south-west 
Germany) in 1907, and, in keeping with 
family custom, joined the army in 1926, 
receiving a commission in 1930. Like 
other traditional German officers, he 
was wary of the Nazis on the grounds 
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opposed Nazism, but he 
was a German nationalist 
who believed in his country’s 
destiny as Europe’s most 
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that they were his social inferiors 
who lacked the discipline and natural 
authority of the aristocracy. Nevertheless, 
when Hitler came to power, he took 
the oath of loyalty and obedience to 
the Fuhrer that was required of all 
members of the German armed forces, 
promising to risk his own life in defence 
of Hitler’s. He served enthusiastically in 
the invasion of Poland in 1939, believing 
the Poles to be “rabble” who should be 
colonized by Germany. He also served in 
the invasion of France in 1940, and was 
simultaneously impressed with Hitler’s 
military acumen and alarmed by his 
seemingly limitless ambitions. 

Von Stauffenberg’s willingness to 
join the resistance and to plot Hitler’s 
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Unlike the majority of 
the Nazis portrayed by 
the mostly 
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ABOVE: Adolf Hitler (David Bamber) is heloed away by 

his officers after the blast failed to kill him 
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ABOVE: In Valkyrie, Tom Cruise’s Claus von 
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« overthrow is likely to have grown in SS, in the event of a domestic uprising. 

— stages. The savagery of the invasion of the Valkyrie was approved by Hitler on the 
Soviet Union, with its mass executions grounds that it would allow the military 
of Jews, Russians and Ukrainians, to respond effectively to a revolt by 
disgusted him. From 1942, the increasing foreign workers. But Olbricht and his 
sense that Hitler was leading Germany fellow conspirators saw that if Hitler was 
into an abyss also hardened his resolve. assassinated, the resulting confusion 
The injuries he suffered in North Africa could be used as a pretext to put Valkyrie 
in 1943 were devastating — he lost two into action and allow the military to 
fingers on his left hand, his entire right overthrow the Nazi regime. 

hand, and his left eye - and yet they 

ultimately put him in a position to act. CATALOGUE OF ERRORS 
When he recovered, von Stauffenberg In July 1944, von Stauffenberg was 

was appointed to a post in Germany’s promoted to Chief of Staff of the 
Reserve Army, where General Friedrich Reserve Army, serving under General 
Olbricht had already developed a plotto — Friedrich Fromm. This was a position 
use the Reserve Army’s powers against that brought him into regular contact 
Hitler. At the heart of this was Operation with the increasingly reclusive Hitler. 
Valkyrie, a plan that invested military The assassination plot thus became 
commanders with authority over all viable and was put into action. Von 
others, including the Gestapo and the Stauffenberg rehearsed his role 


ALAMY X4, GETTY X2 
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tirelessly: activating the bomb with his 
three remaining fingers was a particular 
challenge. However, while fate seems to 
have placed him in this unique position, 
there was much that went wrong 
on the day. Retreating to a changing 
room to activate the explosives, he was 
interrupted before he could complete the 
task on both of the two-pound bombs 
brought to the Wolf’s Lair, and only 
one bomb was activated. Also, when 
von Stauffenberg left the conference 
room, one of the generals unknowingly 
pushed his briefcase further beneath 
the table, and behind one of 
the heavy oak beams, which 
shielded Hitler from the full 
force of the blast. And of 
course, the heat of the day 


COURT MARTIAL 
General Fromm (Tom 
Wilkinson) was executed 
in March 1945 
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played its part, as all of the conference 
room windows had been thrown open. 
Had the windows been closed, and the 
blast contained within the room, the 
impact of the bombs would have been 
much more severe. 


CONFUSION REIGNS 
After the explosion, von Stauffenberg 
fled from the Wolf’s Lair. The sound 
of the blast convinced him that Hitler 
had been killed, and during his three- 
hour flight back to Berlin, he believed 


that Operation Valkyrie would proceed. 


By the time he arrived at the Reserve 
Army’s Offices in Berlin’s Bendlerblock, 
however, rumours had begun to 
circulate that Hitler had survived. Von 
Stauffenberg’s insistence that Hitler 
was dead, and that the plan therefore 
must proceed, was supported by some 
and opposed by others, and fighting 
broke out. Ultimately, General Fromm, 
who had known of the plans, seized 
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control and, seeking to clear his own 
name, ordered the immediate execution 
of von Stauffenberg and three other 
conspirators. In the early morning 

of 21 July 1944, they were shot in the 
courtyard of the Bendlerblock. Von 
Stauffenberg’s possible last words 

— “Long live our sacred Germany” - testify 
to his love for his country, which led him 
to commit the ultimate act of treason 
under the Nazis, but allows him to 

be cast as a hero in Valkyrie. The film 
simplifies the man, characterizing him 
as an action hero rather than a German 
nationalist leading a military coup. 

But the story remains a gripping yarn, 
even as the plot inevitably unravels as it 
reaches its chaotic and messy ending. © 


EY WHaTbo You THINK? 
How would history have been different had the 
plot to kill Hitler succeeded? 

Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 


Ones to watch: 
Hitler 


The Great Dictator 
(Charlie Chaplin, 1940) 
Chaplin’s satirical talkie 
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US was still at peace with 
Nazi Germany. 


Downfall 

(CO) INe1el me ilesceiale)(sre(=15Aeler-5) 
sJaularemGt-|avauele)augoN ss 
Hitler’s final days in his 
ol] al .<2)aulam dal isie! aid lero] INV 
acclaimed German- 

Relate lUroleromaatenulcy 


=i dU ave mCt-lapacmat-lacei ulate] 
performance as Hitler in 
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of a plot to assassinate 
leading Nazis. 


Inglorious Basterds 
(C@TU=Tal diam relcclalaiarenraelelc) 
Brad Pitt stars in Quentin 
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CLOSE ESCAPE 

Adolf Hitler (center) shows Benito 
Mussolini (left) the destruction 
left by the assassination attempt 
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12 Years 
A Slave 


Mark Glancy explores the extraordinary 
story behind Hollywood's critical hit, 


EON IMAGES X2, ENTERTAINMENT ONE X1, MOVIE STILLS X1 


12 YEARS 


12 Years a Slave 


olomon Northup published 
12 Years a Slave - an 
account of his kidnapping 
and the ensuing years of 
captivity when he was 
forced to live as a slave in 
the Deep South of the United States 
— in January 1853. The book’s first-hand 
account of southern brutality astonished 
readers in the North, and it became an 
instant bestseller. Now, 161 years later, 
the story is making a great impact again. 
The film adaptation of Northup’s 
memoir has been acclaimed by critics 
and historians alike for its unflinching 
portrayal of American slavery. As a major 
Hollywood success, both financially 
and in terms of its many awards, 12 
Years... may signal a new willingness in 
the US to come to terms with this most 
depraved aspect of the nation’s history. 


SOLD INTO SLAVERY 


The powerful, compelling quality of 
Northup’s saga arises partly from its 
veracity. Throughout the book, he refers 
to the many people, places, documents 
and events that serve to verify his 

story. It is also compelling because it 
unfolds like a nightmare, and one in 
which everything taken for granted in 
life — liberty, legal rights, the most basic 
comforts of food and lodging - has 
suddenly vanished. 

For Northup, the nightmare begins in 
1841. A 33-year-old African-American 
living in the state of New York (which 
had abolished slavery in 1827 ) he is, and 
always has been, a free man: educated, 
modestly prosperous, happily married, 
and the father of three children. 

Then, quite by chance, he meets two 
apparently friendly stage entertainers, 
later identified as Alexander Merrill and 
Joseph Russell. They have heard that 
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eOLOMON TN HIS PLANTATION SUIT. 


Northup plays the fiddle and offer him 
work as a musician, beginning with a 
stint in Washington DC. 

Tempted by their offer of well-paid 
work, Northup travels with them to the 
nation’s capital, where slavery is legal, 
and there he is drugged or knocked-out, 
waking to find himself in chains and at 
the mercy of slave trader James Birch, 
who savagely beats him when he insists 
that he is a free man. 

Forcibly transported by ship to New 
Orleans, Northup is sold to work on a 
plantation in the remote backwoods 
of Louisiana. There, over the course of 
12 years, he suffers the hardship and 
inhumanity endured by millions of 
Slaves before and after him. 
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Like all slaves in the American 
South, Northup is the captive of his 
owner, performing back-breaking work 
picking cotton or cutting sugar cane 
from sunrise to sunset, six days a week, 
whipped by overseers if he wearies. He 
has only the most meagre rations of 
food. He lives in a shack that has no floor 
or furnishings, and he sleeps on a plank 
of wood. He cannot leave the plantation 
without permission and has to carry 
a written pass outside of his owner’s 
property. Others who attempt to escape 
are hunted with hounds and, when 
caught, killed on the spot without trial 
or hearing. 

Over the course of his 12 years in 
captivity, Northup is bought and sold 
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three times. Slaves are expensive and 
masters consider them to be a major 
investment from which they want 
to reap the highest return. Hence, 
Northup recognises that he cannot tell 
his first master, Ford, of his true identity 
as a free man. Although Northup 
considers Ford to be kind, he also 
knows that Ford is too accustomed 
to slavery to be able to recognise its 
immorality. It is painfully obvious 
that Ford will never regard 
Northup as anything other than 
his rightful property. 

His next two masters, 
Tibeats and Epps, are viciously 
cruel. Northup suffers their 
rages himself and also 
observes the torments of his 
fellow slaves. Indeed, for 
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COST OF SURVIVAL 


Like many female slaves, 
Patsey is forced to become 
the mistress of her owner. 
He frequently rapes and, at 
the request of his wife, 
whips her 
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LEFT: Northup’s book depicts the flogging of female slave Patsey 
ABOVE: A helpless Northup can only look on as Patsey pleads 
with her master, Edwin Epps 


all of Northup’s own agony, the most 
heartbreaking events in his saga concern 
his fellow slave Patsey, who is repeatedly 
raped by Epps and also beaten by his 
bitterly resentful wife. 

Slavery, in Northup’s account, is a 
toxin, and one that poisons the mind 
and body of everyone involved in it, 
including slave owners such as Epps 
and his wife, who abandon their own 
humanity in favour of pitiless 

self-interest. Northup eventually 
finds his opportunity for freedom 
when a Canadian labourer, Bass, 
visits Epps’s plantation. Northup 
confides in him, and Bass agrees 


MASTER OF FATE 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
plays Ford, a slave owner 
deeply ingrained in the 
traditions of the slave trade 





to write and post a letter to Northup’s 
family in the state of New York. There, 
a state law offers financial aid for those 
seeking the return of free citizens who 
have been pressed into slavery. 

Northup’s family, having learned of 
his whereabouts at last, is thus able to 
instigate his return to freedom. The law, 
in this respect, works effectively on his 
behalf. Epps is outraged by what he 
regards as the loss of his property, but he 
is legally obliged to relinquish Northup 
who returns home to his family. 

In other respects, however, the law 
does not work in Northup’s favour. 
Birch, the slave trader, is the first to be 
tried for kidnapping, but Northup is not 
allowed to testify against a white man, 
and the case falls apart in court. Later, 
when Merrill and Russell are identified 
and located, the case against them is lost 
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in a legal wrangle about using New York _ the film’s historical accuracy, its plotting 
state law in a prosecution that concerns lacks the force and focus of the book. 
crimes committed in Washington DC. On screen, there is no narrator, and Avieter Eleming), TOD 
the story occasionally moves back and Although not as 
LEGACY forth in time. The resulting effect is aggressively racist as the 
Northup returns to his family and, a sense of detachment from Northup earlier Civil War epic, The 
with the help of a co-author, writes himself. Although Chiwetel Ejiofor Birth of a Nation (DW 
his memoir. But his is by no means the gives a mesmerising performance, his Griffith, 1915), Gone with 
only slave memoir published in this Northup largely appears bewildered. The the Wind still represents 
era. Abolitionists in the North sought to film spends long periods focussing on slave ry as a benevolent 
bring these stories to the public, and in Northup’s degradation rather than on social order. 
some instances they wrote on behalf of his astonishing ability to survive his long Djimon Hounsou plays 
former slaves. Northup’s co-author was ordeal and to triumph over his captors, slave Cinqué in Amistad 
. . . ; oe ; (Steven Spielberg, 1997) 
David Wilson, an experienced writer which is the theme that reigns through A mutiny on board 
who invested the memoir with both the memoirs. PRE esallol efelllate CelUrlaiciaia eleclaiiatoneexeye> 
a sense of balance and gripping first- While 12 Years a Slave can be seen as a for Cuba results in a Taledat-Wselll om ileiulolamne)i 
person narration that drivesthe storyin breakthrough film in terms of America’s court case in the US, in slavery films, a former 
a straight line from beginning to end. acceptance, there is certainly scope to which the future of the slave seeks to free his 
These virtues, unfortunately, are not explore this period in history through kidnapped Africans is wife from a ruthless 
as apparent in the film. Although, by the eyes of other individuals. The terrible at stake. o}K-Tale-lalo) ame al-16 
and large, one can scarcely quibble with | human cost demands detailing. © 
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The King’s 
Speech 


Mark Glancy explores the story behind 
the hit film, and reveals how the King who 
struggled to speak finally found his voice... 


ALAMY X2, GETTY X1, MOVIE STILLS X1 





THE KING’S 
SPEECH 


ilms about the British 
monarchy have long 
centred on the most 
charismatic rulers and 
legendary moments of 
crisis or triumph during 
their reign. Henry VIII and Elizabeth I 
figure prominently in this tradition, 
and each has been portrayed by a string 
of fine actors. The King’s Speech, by 
contrast, is remarkable for bringing 
to the screen one of Britain’s least 
imposing monarchs, King George VI, 
and for dramatising the hitherto little- 
known problem of his stammer. It is 
even more remarkable for making this 
shy, awkward figure a sympathetic 
and compelling character, and for 
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illuminating the transformation of the 
monarchy in the age of mass media. 
George VI was born in 1895 as Prince 
Albert, the second son of the future 
King George V and Queen Mary. He 
was known within the Royal family by 
the nickname ‘Bertie’, but everything 
else about his upbringing was stiff 
with the strict, unsentimental attitudes 
towards child rearing that prevailed in 
the Victorian era. He was left-handed 
but made to write with his right hand. 
He had ‘knock Knees’ and was forced 
to wear uncomfortable metal braces on 
his legs. His stammer was regarded as 
an affliction that he should somehow 
rise above. “Get it out!”, King George V 
would demand when he heard his son 
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struggling to speak. That, of course, only 
made the condition worse. 


SEALED LIPS 


In childhood, the stammer was a private 
issue. It made the young Prince seem 
quiet, but had no wider significance. He 
was the second-in-line to the throne after 
his elder brother, the future Edward VIII. 
It was only with the rise of radio in the 
twenties that his stammer became public 
knowledge, and thus a problem. 

By 1925, Albert had become the 
Duke of York, and he was required to 
give the closing speech at the British 
Empire Exhibition. This was delivered 
not only to the crowds gathered in 
the massive new Wembley Stadium, 
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< but also to millions of radio listeners 
~ around the world. A huge audience 
heard his slow and faltering speech, but 
few could imagine the humiliation it 
brought. One listener was convinced he 
could help. Lionel Logue, an Australian 
speech therapist, was at Wembley with 
his family. “He is too old for me to 
manage a complete cure,” he 
told his son, “but I could very 
nearly do it.” 

Albert had seen speech 
therapists before, but to 
no avail. Logue focussed 
on relaxing his patient 
to reduce the anxiety 
that accompanied his 
stammer. He assigned 
daily exercises — tongue- 
twisters and breathing 
techniques - and urged 
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the Duke to think of the stammer not as 
an irreparable flaw, but as a condition 
that could be overcome. His methods met 
with almost instant success. Their first 
session was in October 1926, and on the 
Royals’ tour of Australia and New Zealand 
that began in early 1927, the Duke gave 
many well-received speeches. He was not 
cured, but his delivery and anxiety were 
much improved. 


YEAR OF THREE KINGS 
In 1936, the Duke’s life changed 
forever. On 20 January 1936, 
George V died and Edward VIII 
became King. Edward’s modern 


LOGUE’S HONOUR 

The King’s speech therapist 
became Lionel Logue CVO, in 
1944, for his distinguished 
personal service to George VI 


outlook and charisma made him 
popular, but he was also reckless, and 
had little regard for the propriety that 
was key to his role. He fell in love with 
a twice-married American divorcée, 
Mrs Wallis Simpson, and insisted that 
he should marry her. What’s more, he 
hoped she could take the title of Queen, 
or at the very least, Her Royal Highness. 
Within a year of his accession, this 
resulted in a full-scale constitutional 
crisis. Winston Churchill, a backbench 
MP in 1936, lobbied on behalf of Edward 
and Mrs Simpson, and in the process 
alienated the Duke and Duchess of York, 
who wanted the King to fulfil his duties 
and end this unsuitable relationship. 
Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin was also 
against the marriage and, along with 
a variety of officials and authorities, 
he forced the King to choose between 
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Before he becomes King or meets Logue, 
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he masterly space drama 

Apollo 13 opens on a 

historic night for NASA 

and human history: 20 July 

1969. Among the millions 

glued to their televisions to 
watch Neil Armstrong walk on the Moon 
was fellow astronaut Jim Lovell (played 
in the 1995 blockbuster by Tom Hanks). 

Lovell was Armstrong’s backup and 

had gone into space three times — twice 
in the Gemini programme, as well as 
orbiting the Moon with Apollo 8. What 
happened nearly nine months on from 
that one small step changed his life and 
will be remembered as a tale of heroism 
in the face of overwhelming odds. 


UNLUCKY LAUNCH 


Apollo 13 is hailed for its accuracy. So 
cinematic was the real-life mission that 
when director Ron Howard called for 
feedback after the premiere, one person 
said they found the plot implausible, 
unaware it was based on a real event. 

The mission was high on drama from 
early on. Commander Alan Shepard had 
been deemed unprepared, so his whole 
crew was replaced with Fred Haise, Ken 
Mattingly and Lovell as Commander. 
Further disruption hit before launch when 
Mattingly was grounded for fear he had 
been exposed to German measles, John 
Jack’ Swigert taking his place. 

NASA scheduled the eight-day flight 
to launch at 1.13pm, (as an intentional 
slight to superstitious spectators) on 
11 April 1970. Once in space, Apollo 13 
comprised a Command Module to house 
the crew for re-entry, plus a Service 
Module containing consumables and 
equipment; together known as Odyssey. 
This Service Module carried the Lunar 
Module, named Aquarius. Under the 
experienced eye of Flight Director Gene 
Kranz, the first 55 hours were smooth. 
One console controller in Houston even 
remarked to Lovell: “The spacecraft 
is in real good shape as far as we are 
concerned. We’re bored to tears down 
here”. The boredom didn’t last. In fact, 
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Apollo 13 


Jonny Wilkes explains how NASA turned 
what could have been the worst tragedy in 
its history into its finest hour 


Release date: 1995 









In the film, Lovell tells a story of 
alismalaaroml@maarse\ IoNAVAN Clo isre mela 
an actual event. He once got 


lost over the sea near Japan 
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everyone at Mission Control would 
barely sleep for the next five days. 

The mission was about 200,000 miles 
and nearly 56 hours from Earth when 
Swigert stirred the oxygen tanks, a 
routine procedure requiring just a flick 
of a switch —- but it set off a chain of 
events that, 93 seconds later, sparked an 
explosion. Odyssey’s control panel lit up 
with flashing warning lights and Lovell 
was horrified to see that two fuel cells 
were lost and an oxygen tank already 
registered as empty. 


MISSION ABORT 
It is at this point in Apollo 13 that Lovell 
utters the immortal line, “Houston, we 
have a problem” but that isn’t exactly 
what happened. Swigert was first on the 
radio, when he said, “Houston, we’ve 
had a problem”. It’s still a remarkable 
understatement but may imply he 
believed the worst was behind them. 
Around 13 minutes after the explosion, 
Lovell noticed that the stricken Odyssey 
was venting gas into space. The event had 
critically damaged the Service Module. 
Oxygen was leaking and the only way 
to stop it was to shut the reactant valves 


“Gentlemen, 

it's beena 

privilege flying 
with you” 


LEFT: The final line-up for the 
y-Nete)irom km aalissielameualsmeto\vaelsiela>) 
the launch: Swigert, left, Lovell 
and Haise. This crew only got 
their Cun)lucky chance when the 
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first crew being replaced 


to the fuel cells. Doing this meant 
abandoning the Moon landing. This 

was a decision everyone was reluctant 
to make but, seeing no other option, 
Kranz aborted the mission - a moment 
beautifully captured in Apollo 13 as a 
despondent Lovell says, “We’ve lost the 
Moon”. The crew were ordered to power 
down Odyssey and retreat to its attached 
Lunar Module Aquarius. Designed to 
travel from the spacecraft in lunar orbit 
to the surface of the Moon and back, it 
now became their lifeboat home. 

The immediate task was to determine 
if there were enough supplies. Aquarius 
was built for a 45-hour trip with two 
people but now it had to house three 
for 90 hours. To conserve power, non- 
essential equipment was switched off, 
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wasn’t updated 
to new specifications - over two 
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< meaning the module couldn’t be heated. 
As the temperature fell, the crew found 
it impossible to sleep and food was often 
inedible as it froze. 

On the ground, Kranz decided that 
instead of heading straight for Earth, 
they would slingshot the ship around 
the Moon, building speed without 
using precious fuel. There were still two 
problems that needed drastic solutions. 
First, carbon dioxide was building rapidly 
in Aquarius - there were plenty of 
lithium hydroxide canisters to remove it 
but they were for the crippled Odyssey’s 
square sockets, not Aquarius’s circle ones. 
An ingenious, if hotchpotch, device was 
constructed using plastic bags, cardboard, 
tape and the hose from a space suit. 

The second problem was re-entering 
Earth’s atmosphere. Odyssey needed 
power but now could use no more than 
12 amps without damaging its systems. 
According to Flight Controller John 
Aaron, that was enough to run a coffee 


30 


ALAMY X3, GETTY X2, NASA X2 


HISTORYREVEALED.COM 










| 
' 
aa , | ‘ 
nom 
5 a = 
a | 4 
< i 
5 « 
/ >. 7 
_— the cwe aa ‘ 
; ( t r 
: > ee ee | a 
= fae , , 
b , ‘e Se mee Pe. 
‘A a ' _ 
. a3 - = 
; Q ae 
r 4 - - 1 
| aa a he » “ 
. = -4 
5 2 4 f eet! | P 
> . e JT ; | 
nel . r I y 
a . 
P~< ce ( 
qD P ie we, 
j i . eS ee ; 
= D, a } = 
. a . 
Pm O u ! = | 
aie ha j ' 
y = * ~ _ 
| =I wt F | - - | | 
; ¥ 2 a . 
; * . * ‘, i be . a 
= q . r 
= = - r a be at ‘ 
. 7 / “a 
: 4 ‘ ax 
ae . ao | . 
' 1 j 
i , | _ « + - * 
’ - ' 
¥ ia 5 
4 | 
P| 
. 
: i | 1 
yd 
= y ~~ . 7 
u i: . 
bed * " rn 7 . 
me, "Ab 2 i ‘ : 
% , ; 
apes " = ‘ - —, 
% r . 7 5 " 7 _ ‘ - 
al F , d "1 
‘ ) la — i. ie + | r } F 
P , ‘ [ : 4 
: ' 
£ ‘= 2 __ * " 
J i Yn, a = : . ‘ 
) — 7. d 
- : , = J 
r. + £ 7 | 4 
( t P 
y \ 2 ; = . a 
. q J _ 1 . 7 = 3 — 
i 7 Gh “ i yl P i L 
% i = — 
D di ” - 7 . \. 7 7 
7 ; ‘ . - f - aes 
w | J r ' ie . » z 4 
j -b ‘ - 
@ ‘at ail ~ . ‘| 
) ™ i" 
Vv » 7 7 * 4 r 4 
y oie , oe j | { 
§ y ib 
4 - eat t q 
4 " x * ——— - ~\ 
ss ; ’ ¥ 
y j ' Sy, 
4 - ~ 
™ 4 , ~ ? 
a 5 = 
a F * 
' - - ‘ i , ‘ 
a 4 ' ? 
P ; 
f ,, LL , 
. Bhd t 
-3 j 
! in 
wy 
» 
q | 
my 7 i 
——— — ————— ? a tl =— ¥ 
7 } 7 
1 
i) = 
= J 
= * 


Kranz is famed for his flat top 
haircut and the saying 

, which has 
oassed into popular culture. In 
fact he never said it: the phrase 
was invented by screenwriter 
Bill Broyles to sum up the 
INVANSY-NESJ eo) altars ale me]N\.c1a cel ate 
Harris (Kranz) to say in the film. 
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machine. Planning re-entry under these "t 
conditions could take three months. 
Aaron and his engineers had three days. 
Mattingly (who never developed the 
measles) assisted in formulating the new 
start-up procedure, but wasn’t the key 
figure as portrayed in the film. It was 
Aaron who was the “steely eyed missile 
man” - one of the highest compliments 
a NASA employee can receive. 

While Mission Control toiled 
without rest, the world waited for 
news and Lovell, Haise and Swigert 
struggled with cold, hunger and 
dehydration. They cut their daily 
water intake to 20 per cent, causing 
Lovell to lose 6kg, and Haise caught 
a nasty infection. Swigert, while 
physically holding up, was mentally 
struggling. He became so paranoid 
that he would inadvertently jettison 
Aquarius with the other two 
inside while he was 
working in Odyssey, 


that he taped a note over the relevant 
switch with ‘NO!’ written on it. 
On the way back, it was necessary to 
do several engine burns to put them on 
the right trajectory - only one is shown in 
Apollo 13. The last burn was to ensure the 
module didn’t enter Earth’s atmosphere 
too steeply, which would have meant 
instant death, or too shallowly, which 
would have bounced it back into space. 
Using Aaron's new procedure, Odyssey 
was powered up and prepared for re- 
entry. Aquarius and then the Service 
Module were jettisoned, giving the 
crew a chance to see the damage from 


LUCKY ESCAPE 

Robbed of the chance to go on Apollo 

13, Ken Mattingly (Gary Sinise) played a 

role in efforts to save his friends - but 

was not as central a figure as the 
film suggests 
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Marilyn Lovell, although not 
overly superstitious, wasn't 
too happy that her husband 
would fly on Apollo 13. She 
dreamed he'd get sucked 
into space and, in another ill 
olanlslanesialsmasian) ele) e-) ain, 
peel 
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Experts at Mission Control 
worked for hours to 
devise this ye) ibs 
that the crew rigged up 
to prevent them dying of 
(ore) 4 Ole] amelle>.<ol=m eelisrolaliale 
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outside for the first time. They took read 142:54:41 when Apollo 13 finally 
photographs vital to evaluating what splashed down in the Pacific Ocean on 
caused the explosion. Five days and 22 17 April, before the bedraggled crew was 
hours after taking off, Apollo 13 began its scooped up by the USS Iwo Jima. 
return to Earth. Dubbed the ‘successful failure’, the 
mission faced innumerable obstacles, Marooned 

BACK TO EARTH every one of which could have led to the 
There was concern the heat shield would deaths of three astronauts. Instead, Lovell, 
crack after going from freezing cold to Haise and Swigert returned safely thanks 
blistering hot, but it held. There was to the tireless work of Kranz and everyone 
also concern the condensation would at Mission Control. 
fry the circuits, but, again, the circuits Howard's thrilling space odyssey 
held. There was concern too that the Apollo 13 is a fitting tribute to a 
landing site would be in the middle of remarkable chapter in humankind’s The Right Stuff 
a typhoon, but the weather held. And quest to journey into space — no 
there was a concern the parachutes matter the risks — as well as its 
would fail to open properly, but, ability to overcome what seem to be 
miraculously, they did open. insurmountable problems. © 

A re-entry was normally followed 
by four minutes of radio silence as i. ........ 
the Command Module entered the ee WHAT DO YOU THINK? For All Mankind 


atmosphere. Apollo 13’s blackout lasted | How would the space programme have been 
an agonising six, while the world waited different had NASA failed to save the astronauts? 
with bated breath. The mission clock Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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The Assassination 
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esse James is one of the 

best known American 

folk heroes. Celebrated 

as an outlaw who fought 

against an overweening 

government, and who stole 
from rich corporations for the benefit 
of poor farmers, his legend has been 
told in dime novels, ballads and films. 
Traditionally, Hollywood has been eager 
to portray him as a chivalrous hero. The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford therefore represents 
a sharp corrective to the fanciful, 
romanticized folklore surrounding 
James. Although the film deals only 
with the last year of his life, it offers 
a more accurate and realistic portrait 
of the outlaw, and one that suggests 
his entire career was characterized by 
pitiless violence rather than heroism or 
chivalry. Indeed, Brad Pitt’s Jesse James 
is so ruthless and menacing that it leads 
audiences to ponder the circumstances 
that could produce such a man, and the 
circumstances that would allow him to 
be regarded as a hero. 


CIVIL WAR STRIFE 

Jesse James’s banditry had its origins not 
in the Wild West but in the American 
Civil War. His family owned a farm 

in the border state of Missouri, where 
southern rebels and Union loyalists 
frequently clashed in the decade before 
the war. As slave-owners, the James 
family supported the Confederacy, and 
were fiercely opposed to the abolition 
of slavery and the imposition of federal 
authority. Born in 1847, Jesse was 
barely a teenager when the Civil War 
began in 1861. His older brother Frank 
immediately joined the rebels, fighting 
at first in the Confederate Army and 
then with the ‘bushwhackers’ who led 
guerrilla raids against Union soldiers, 
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attacked government posts, burnt down 
the homes of loyalist families and, in 
some cases, murdered the inhabitants. 
In turn, Union soldiers ruthlessly 
hunted the rebels, who were often their 
neighbours. In 1863, a Union militia 
raided the James farm, seeking to 
capture Frank, and beat and whipped 
the defiant, young Jesse. 

One year later, Jesse and his 
brother joined William T ‘Bloody 
Bill? Anderson’s bushwhackers. If the 
16-year-old Jesse had not been brutalized 
enough by the war already, riding with 
this notoriously vicious gang sealed his 
destiny. In September 1864, Frank and 
Jesse participated in the infamous raid 
on Centralia, Missouri, where Anderson 
led around 80 rebel guerrillas into the 





of Jesse James 


Mark Glancy follows the true life-and- 
death story of celebrity outlaw Jesse James, 
comparing it with the ae nit 


GIVING TO 
THE POOR? 


Jesse James was seen as 


the ‘Robin Hood of the 
West’, but there is no 
eWalelslalexcmualclanalsmsialcl acre 
his gains with the needy. 





“Veah, just 
ain’t no peace 
with old Jesse 
el colelate mm (ol 
ought to pity 
my poor wife.” 


MAIN: Brad Pitt’s performance 
reveals how deeply Jesse 

James sank into depression in e 
the last year of his life | 
LEFT: The outlaw enjoyed ied 
celebrity status and mass 
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small town and looted shops, robbed 
homes, and held up a stagecoach. They 
then blockaded the railway lines and 
stormed a train when it screeched to a 
halt. Finding nearly two dozen unarmed 
Union soldiers on board, the gang 
forced the men to strip before executing 
them. Even then, they did not flee, but 
proceeded to rob the passengers. A 
Union militia was sent in pursuit, but 
they suffered equally horrific treatment, 
as Anderson’s guerrillas scalped them 
and dismembered their bodies. 

Such barbarism became second nature 
to Jesse during the Civil War. By the time 
the war ended in 1865, he had suffered 
a near-fatal gunshot wound, but the 
impact on his mind was far greater. The 
war would never end for him, and the 
rest of his life would be spent terrifying, 
robbing and murdering people. At first, 
he was a follower rather than a leader 
in the criminal gangs that raided banks, » 









y “The film isa 
SHOOTER tragedy, rather 


a ' than a paean to 
the West.” 















“lI guess PI 
take my guns 
Off... for fear 

id ar=mal=vlelalelelel a= 
might spy them.” 


FAR LEFT: Such was James’s 

fame that his son, Jesse James 

CONDUCTER WESTFALL Junior, was able ne) charge 
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$ 9,000.00 guns, holsters and boots used 


ADDITIONAL for ARREST or CAPTURE oo aalls father’s gang. — 
LEFT: Following a train robbery 


DEAD OR ALIVE by Jesse James and his gang in 
pF JESSE On FRANK umes) 5 5 
issued a $5, reward for 
THIS NOTICE TAKES the PLACE of ALL PREVIOUS James, dead or alive. At the time 
REWARD NOTICES. ol malismel=t-ldanndal-m oxelelalnvaelal alls 
CONTACT SHERIFF, DAVIESS COUNTY, MISSOURI Intct-lo MWNZ- moon [-Iael-Miel@ =telel-at 
IMMEDIATELY | i melceicomlolarela-y 
T. T. GRITTENDEN, GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MISSOURI 
WLY 26, 1881 
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x but in 1869, he and Frank held up a bank 
in Gallatin, Missouri, and Jesse shot the 
cashier, mistakenly believing him to be 
the former Union army officer who had 
killed ‘Bloody Bill’. He was mistaken, but 
his public boasting about taking revenge 
reached the ears of newspaper editor 
John Newman Edwards. His newspaper, 
the Kansas City Times, was staunchly 
opposed to the post-war Reconstruction 
programme the government imposed on 
defeated Confederate states, and Jesse 
was treated as a hero in its pages. 


RIGHTEOUS REBEL 


For the next 12 years, Jesse was a famous 
— or, depending on your perspective, an 
infamous - outlaw, who led many bank, 
train and stagecoach robberies that 
routinely involved murder. He would 
often go on to protest his innocence 
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in letters written to newspapers and, 
in them, he took the opportunity to 
promote his public image as a righteous 
rebel. He married his first cousin, 
Zee Mimmas, and had two children, 
but the family was constantly on the 
move and in hiding. Frank and Jesse 
survived a calamitous bank raid in 
Northfield, Minnesota, in 1876, but 
the other members of their gang 
were either killed or captured. This 
proved to be a turning point for the 
James brothers as their trusted gang 
dissolved. Their grassroots support 
among the defeated rebels waned as 
Reconstruction foundered. And a high 
reward was promised for anyone who 
helped to capture them, making even 
their allies hard to trust. 

By late 1881, Frank was eager to retire 
from crime, and Jesse sought new 


| JESSE THE JOKER 


DyUlalaremalcmulatclmecciia 
robbery in September 
1881, Jesse put ona 
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THEATRICAL DEATH 


Robert went on tour with his 
olgeldal=)an @lalclalo\ Mla cmcieelel> 
show entitled ‘I Killed Jesse 
James’ - his re-enactments 
of the shooting were not 

| well received as many 
criticised his cowardice. 





criminal comrades. Among these were 
Dick Liddil and Charley Ford. Charley 
lived with his younger brother Robert 
and their widowed sister Martha in 
a remote house not far from where 
Jesse grew up in western Missouri. The 
Ford home became a hub for Jesse and 
the remnants of his gang, but with 
the reward for his capture now set at 
$10,000, he travelled this familiar 
terrain suspiciously, and in turn 
he was greeted warily by the 
neighbours who feared him. In 
March, the Ford brothers joined 
% Jesse, Zee and their two children in 
a new home in St Joseph, Missouri, 


COWARDLY KILLER 


In return for killing James, Robert 
Ford was promised $10,000 
and given a pardon 





ostensibly so they could scout locations 
for future bank robberies. But 21-year- 
old Robert Ford was plotting to collect 
the reward money on Jesse’s life. 

After a week in which Jesse watched 
the brothers relentlessly, Robert finally 
found his opportunity. On the morning 
of 3 April 1882, the Ford brothers 
were with Jesse in the living room, 
and he had temporarily removed his 
own holster and guns so they would 
not be seen by the neighbours. Oddly, 
Jesse then climbed on a chair to dust a 
picture hanging high on a wall. It was 
then, while Jesse was unarmed and 
had his back to the Fords, that Robert 
shot and killed him. The brothers were 
convicted of murder - they had, after all, 
conspired to shoot an unarmed man in 
the back - but the governor of Missouri 
immediately pardoned them. They went 
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UU aslelUlasmcyelelamsielactolemualcle 
Jesse had faked his own death, 
with Robert Ford’s help. The 
body was exhumed in 1995 
and, thanks to DNA testing, 
confirmed to be the outlaw’s. 


on to exploit their notoriety by staging 

a show in which they re-enacted the 
killing, but a fog of shame and cowardice 
surrounded them. Charley killed himself 
in 1884, and Robert was the victim of 

a revenge attack in 1892, in which he 
himself was shot in the back. 

The story of the last year of Jesse 
James’ life is told with admirable 
accuracy in The Assassination of 
Jesse James by the Coward Robert 
Ford, and both Brad Pitt and Casey 
Affleck give remarkable, career- 
defining performances. Perhaps the 
most remarkable thing about the film, 
however, is its mournful, haunting tone. 
It is a tragedy rather than a paean to 
the West, and one that is all the more 
powerful for refusing to follow in the 
footsteps of the more engaging and 
dynamic portrayals of Jesse James. 


“He’s just a 
man being.” 


Casey Affleck takes aim 


James has his back 
‘aliswarelelaiaialemer=\e)rerdtela 
of Robert Ford 

rank James (second from 
ds in a funeral parlour, 
body of his brother Jesse 
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THE UNTOUCHABLES 






Untouchables[ 


Mark Glancy looks at the real story of gangster 
Al Capone - and his nemesis, crime-fighter 
Eliot Ness, who inspired the film 


he 1987 film The 

Untouchables tells a 

tense, exciting story 

about Prohibition 

in America. When 

alcohol was made 
illegal in 1920, many Americans 
approved of the law. The temperance 
movement had gathered strength for 
decades before the 18th Amendment 
to the US Constitution was passed, 
firstly by the US Congress in 1917, 
and then by a wide majority of 
state legislatures over the next two 
years. Outlawing the manufacture, 
transportation and sale of alcohol, 
the amendment was considered a 
progressive development and the 
hallmark of a civilised, virtuous 
society. Yet, while many Americans 
were in favour of the law, they did not 
necessarily intend to stop drinking 
altogether. Speakeasies, bootleggers and 
bathtub gin became commonplace and 
the criminal underworld took over an 
industry previously run by legitimate, 
tax-paying businessmen. 


SCARFACE 

Prohibition was a golden opportunity 
for criminals and a nightmare for 
law-enforcement officials - and the 
personalities and conflicts that emerged 
from it are legendary. Foremost among 
these was gangster Al Capone. Born in 
New York in 1899, Capone was the son 
of poor Italian immigrants. As a child, 
he was too unruly to stay in school, and 
he ran with neighbourhood gangs. As 

a young adult, he became an underling 
for organised criminal gangs, working 
as a nightclub bouncer and a brothel 
manager. He became known as Scarface 
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after he suffered knife wounds in a fight 
outside a nightclub, while his time in 
brothels left him with a case of syphilis 
that would wreak havoc on his mental 
and physical health. 

His climb to the top of the underworld 
began in 1919, after he moved to Chicago 
to work for an older gangster, Johnny 
Torrio, who operated scores of brothels 
and gambling dens. He and Capone 
quickly built a vast criminal enterprise 
involving breweries and distilleries, a 
distribution system, bribing the police 
and other officials, and the brutal 
intimidation of anyone who stood in 
their way. 

Gangsters profited from Prohibition 
throughout the USA, but gang warfare 
was particularly vicious in Chicago. 
Torrio was nearly killed by a rival gang 
in 1925 and, after a slow recovery, 
decided to retire and leave the business 
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in Capone’s hands. Capone, too, was 

a target of assassins. In 1926, while he 
dined in a restaurant, eight cars stopped 
outside and began firing machine guns 
through the windows, but Capone dived 
to the floor and managed to evade an 
estimated 1,000 bullets. The experience 
led him to seek revenge and he had 
many of his enemies killed. 

His most notorious attack on a rival 
gang became known as the St Valentine’s 
Day Massacre. On 14 February 1929, 
Capone’s henchmen lured rival gang 
members to a parking garage. Posing as 
police, they lined their rivals up against 
a wall. The victims complied, believing 
this was a routine police shakedown 
that would prove harmless, but when 
the gang had been disarmed, Capone’s 
men sprayed them with machine gun 
fire, killing seven. Later the same year, 
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““Capone 
dived to the 
floor and 
managed to 
evade an 
estimated 
1,000 bullets.” 
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Gangster Frank Nitti was a 
murderous associate of 
Capone. In the film, Ness 
throws him off a roof but in 
real life Nitti committed 
suicide in 1943. 
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Capone himself killed two of his own 
men, whom he suspected of betraying 
him, by luring them to a banquet. In the 
midst of a formal dinner he bludgeoned 
them to death with a baseball bat. 

By now, Chicago had a reputation as 
a lawless city. Yet Capone sought the 
public’s favour by giving money to 
the poor, lavishing huge tips on 
waiters and making flamboyant 
appearances at the opera and 
racetrack. “I am just a businessman 
giving the people what they want,” 
he told reporters. Many policemen 
were in his pay and turned a blind 
eye to his activities, but Capone 
met a more formidable opponent 
in Eliot Ness. 

Ness was not quite the 
unblemished hero portrayed in 
The Untouchables, but he was 
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committed to shattering the power of 
organised crime in his home town. Born 
in 1903, Ness had studied criminology 
before joining the Prohibition Bureau in 
1927. This was the federal organisation 
(part of the US Treasury Department) 
that enforced laws concerning alcohol, 
and Ness proved to be a vigorous agent. 
He rose rapidly through the ranks and, 
in the wake of the St Valentine’s Day 
Massacre, he was appointed as the 
leader of one of two units charged 
with bringing down Capone. While 
the other unit investigated Capone’s 
tax affairs, seeking to indict him 
for tax avoidance, Ness’s unit was 
directed to find and close down 


WORK OF FICTION 
Sean Connery’s character (the honest 
policeman Jim Malone) is fictitious 


Capone’s distilleries, and confiscate 
stores and shipments of alcohol. 


IMMUNE TO BRIBERY 


For this highly dangerous work, 
Ness sought young, single men who 
were excellent marksmen as well 
as unquestionably honest. His first 
unit, of a dozen men, was dubbed the 
‘Untouchables’ by the press because of 
a self-proclaimed resistance to bribery. 
Ness revealed that he had been offered 
a bribe of $2,000 per week —- $27,900 
in today’s money -in return for not 
interfering with Al Capone’s business. 
The work of these agents could be 
painstaking and slow, but it also had 
highly dramatic moments. When Ness 
found that Capone’s warehouses were so 
heavily fortified that they were almost 
impenetrable, he had a ten-ton lorry 

















adapted into a fortress-storming vehicle 
capable of smashing open steel doors. 
The allowed his team a considerable 
element of surprise. 

The gangsters, in turn, made several 
attempts on Ness’s life, but he remained 
defiant. Once, Ness deliberately enraged 
Capone by taking his confiscated beer 
lorries past The Lexington Hotel, where 
the gangster lived, and phoning him to 
tell him to look out of the window. 

Ness and his agents made Chicago a 
‘drier’ town, undoubtedly obstructing 
Capone’s business and slowing his cash 
flow. Ultimately, however, the gangster 
was convicted of tax evasion and, in 1932, 
he began an 11-year prison sentence, 
which included time in Alcatraz. 
Capone’s poor health, stemming from 
drug addiction and untreated syphilis, 
led to him being paroled in 1939. By that 
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incorruptible, was, 


especially in later life, a 
WiVelaatclalisicl@eemr:lilemel eile 






time, the bootlegging era was over: the 
21st Amendment to the Constitution had 
repealed Prohibition in 1933. 

Capone remained infirm until his 
death from a stroke in 1947. Ness worked 
in law enforcement for many years and, 
shortly before his death from a heart 
attack in 1957, he co-authored a memoir, 
The Untouchables. He did not live to 
see it published, nor to see the popular 
TV series of the 1960s or the film of the 
same name. However the story proved 
enduringly popular, and ensured that 
heroes, as well as villains, emerged from 
Chicago’s legendary gangster era. 


___———— 


Q) Fi W WHATDO YOU THINK? 
Was America’s attempt to ban alcohol in the 
Prohibition counter productive? 
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Ness takes aim in the film, 
whose finest sequence - a 
baby carriage bouncing down 
the steps of Chicago’s Union 
Station in a gun battle - is a 
homage to a scene in Russian 
classic Battleship Potemkin 
(1925) and has no basis in fact. 


“Come on. 
Capone! You 
wanna fight?” — 


MAIN: Kevin Costner stars as 
Ness, the crime fighter whose 
men couldn’t be bribed 
ABOVE: the real Eliot Ness 
Cleft), in 1940. 
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Ben Gazzara (centre) as 
Al Capone in the 1975 film 
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Capone 

(Steve Carver, 1975) 
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Tne Madnes 
King George 


Tom Symmons examines the curious case of 
the monarch’s mental illness, and provides 


a diagnosis of the hit film 


uring 1788, George III 
became seriously ill. 
Stricken at first with 
stomach pains and 
nausea, the King began 
to suffer bouts of mental 
confusion, and by the end of the year 
was incapacitated. In an attempt to 
cure his malady, a brutal regime of 
remedies and treatment was prescribed 
— but his condition, diagnosed as 
madness, triggered a Regency crisis that 
destabilised the country’s economy and 
spread anxiety among his subjects. 

This dramatic episode is the subject of 
the acclaimed 1994 film, The Madness 
of King George, based on Alan Bennett’s 
stage play. It continued an enduring 
tradition of monarchy films that have 
explored the tensions between the 
private lives and public duties of British 
kings and queens. 

At the time of his breakdown, the King 
was a popular monarch who was widely 
admired for his piety and strong family 
values. In 1761, the year after his succession 
to the throne, he married Princess 
Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, with 
who he would have 15 children. Unusually 
for a British king, he kept no mistresses but 
was a man of simple, innocent pleasures. 
He ate very little meat and insisted on the 
health benefits of fresh air. The King’s love 
of agriculture and the countryside earned 
him the affectionate nickname ‘Farmer 
George’ among his subjects. 

The same things couldn't be said for his 
eldest son and heir apparent, the Prince 
of Wales, who was unpopular with the 
public. He led an extravagant lifestyle, and 
was frivolous with money and women. 
The Prince was heavily in debt and had 
risked disinheritance by secretly marrying 
the widowed Maria Fitzherbert - she 
was Catholic, which, by law, excluded 
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him from 
succeeding to 
the throne. He was 

considered dissolute and 

lazy by his father, and their relationship 
was stormy and strained. 


THE ROYAL WEE 


In autumn 1788, the mystery illness that 
had begun to afflict the King earlier 
that year worsened. He suffered severe 
stomach pain and cramps, his urine was 
discoloured and he became increasingly 
agitated and confused. He would rave for 
hours on end and, uncharacteristically, 
use obscene language. On one occasion 
in early November, the King, reportedly 
foaming at the mouth and with 
bloodshot eyes, physically attacked the 
Prince of Wales, attempting to smash his 
head against a wall. 

Stories of his illness spread, causing 
worry among his subjects. One rumour, 


THE FACTS 
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since proven false, claimed that the 
monarch had mistaken a tree for the King 
of Prussia. The uncertainty surrounding 
the future of the King’s government —- one 
that had hitherto presided over a healthy 
and stable economy - caused the stock 
market to fall sharply. 

Meanwhile, a series of harsh and 
primitive ‘remedies’ were employed 
in attempts to cure the King. Poultices 
of Spanish fly (a poisonous chemical 
produced by blister beetles) and mustard 
were placed all over his body; the 
resulting painful blistering would, it was 
believed, purge him of ‘evil humours’. 
Laudanum and quinine were among the 
medicines prescribed. All proved useless. 

With the King incapacitated, the 
Prince took over the running of the royal 
household and appointed Dr Warren, 
a general practitioner, to examine his 
father. Unable to explain the King’s 
illness, the doctor pronounced him 
insane and delivered the grim prognosis 
that his condition was incurable. 


RUNNING IN 
THE FAMILY 


The King suffered several 
bouts of his illness - 
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< — Unconvinced, Queen Charlotte 


ALAMY X5, GETTY X1 


insisted that specialist physician Dr 
Willis treat the King. An ex-minister, 
Willis ran his own private asylum and 
had experience treating the insane. 
Dismissing Warren’s prognosis, Willis 
claimed that the King could be cured - 
on condition that the monarch agreed to 
the doctor’s strict treatment system and, 
dispensing with royal deference, submit 
to his absolute authority. 

This caused the King further loss of 
dignity and a great deal more suffering. 
He was denied permission to see his 
wife and daughters, and moved from 
Windsor to the relative privacy of Kew, 
where he was treated by Willis and 
his helpers. There, his wild outbursts 
and bizarre behaviour were curbed 
through restraint, often for hours, with 
a gag, straitjacket and purpose-made 
iron chair. Strong discipline, the doctor 
asserted, would restore the King’s sanity. 


PARLIAMENTARY CRISIS 
While Dr Willis treated the King, 

during the winter of 1788-89, an epic 
parliamentary struggle ensued. With the 
monarch seriously ill and unable to carry 
out his royal duties, parliament’s powers 
were severely limited and the future of 
the government remained in the balance. 
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The Regency 
Crisis was a 
struggle for 
power between 
the government and 
the opposition. Prime 
Minister William Pitt the 
Younger was supported by the 
King. His arch adversary, Charles James 
Fox, a leader of the opposition Whigs, 
was the friend and ally of the Prince 
of Wales, who was to be installed as 
regent. Given the severity of the King’s 
condition, both Pitt and Fox agreed that 
a regency was needed but disagreed over 
the extent of the Regent’s authority. If 
full powers were granted, Pitt feared his 
days in government would be numbered. 

Insisting that the King was incurable, 
Fox pushed for full powers - royal 
prerogative — for the Prince, which 
would surely bring the Whigs into 
government after five years in 
opposition. Pitt, anxious to protect 
his position and in the hope the 
monarch would recover, employed 
stalling tactics. Eventually conceding 
that the Prince was the only 
reasonable candidate for Regent, 
the Prime Minister proposed 
limited royal powers that 
would give parliament 
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control over the Regent and prevent him 
from dismissing the government. 

Meanwhile, the King still ailed. Rival 
diagnoses were hurled between Doctors 
Willis and Warren, who were summoned 
to speak before a parliamentary 
committee, dragging the debate out even 
longer. Infighting broke out among the 
Whig opposition over the advocacy of 
royal prerogative, a position they had 
been attacking for years. 

Then, as disunity within his 
party’s ranks began to weaken 
Fox’s position, the King began 

to show some signs of recovery. 

For periods, he was able to 
speak clearly and rationally, 
though some incidents - such 
as when he chased the second 
keeper of the robes, Fanny 




















RASCAL REGENT 

The Prince of Wales 
(Rupert Everett) schemed 
to become regent 


Burney - showed that his condition 
remained unstable. 

In February 1789, the Regency Bill was 
passed in the Commons, depriving the 
Prince of full powers, and was ready to 
go to the Lords. If it had been thrown 
out, Pitt’s political future would again 
have been in jeopardy. But it never got 
there because by the end of the month, 
George III had made a full recovery. 

The film is a witty, stylish, poignant 
and largely accurate account of the 
Regency crisis. In the feel-good tradition 
of mainstream filmmaking it ends on a 
triumphant note - George III’s return to 
the throne - neglecting to complete the 
story for the viewer. The reality is that, 
just a few years later, the condition from 
which the King suffered in 1788 finally 
became permanent. 

The long reign of George III came 
to an end in 1810 when he suffered a 
total relapse. The Prince was appointed 
Regent, and the King lived out the 
remaining ten years of his life at Windsor 
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Castle in a pitiable state - confused, 
neglected and unkempt. In January 1820, 
he slipped into a coma from which he 
would not recover. 

Some studies of the King’s symptoms 
have suggested that he suffered from 
porphyria, a condition that causes 
skin rashes, stomach pain and mental 
disorientation. Coloured urine, as 
produced by the King, is a key symptom of 
this rare metabolic disorder. If porphyria 
was the cause of George’s madness, it was 
probably triggered by the accumulation of 
arsenic in his body. There were extremely 
toxic levels of the chemical element in the 
monarch’s wig and skin cream, as well as 
significant traces in medicine prescribed 
to remedy his condition - but which, 
instead, prolonged it. © 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
What do films such as The Madness of King George 
tell us about our monarchy and government? 
Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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a big family - they had 15 children 
BELOW: Though King George met his 
bride, Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, 
for the first time on their wedding day, 
theirs was a happy marriage 
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SCHINDLER’S LIST 


chinadler’s List 







Mark Glancy looks at the real characters 
and tragic events that inspired Steven Spielberg 
to create his heart-wrenching epic movie 


teven Spielberg made the 
name Oskar Schindler 
famous all over the world 
with his remarkable film, 
telling the story of a flawed 
hero who saved 1,000 
Polish Jews from the Nazis. It is, of 
course, only partly about Schindler. Shot 
mainly in black and white, using 
hand-held cameras, the film is also a 


quasi-documentary about the Holocaust. 


So how much of the action was true? 
Even Oskar Schindler’s admirers 
had to admit that he was - at least in 
part - something of a scoundrel. He 
was a heavy drinker, a gambler and a 
womaniser. At the outset of World War II 
in 1939, he was also a member of the 
Nazi Party, and he looked forward to the 
career opportunities that the war would 
offer him. Yet, when confronted with 
the brutal realities of the Nazi ideology, 
Schindler became committed to helping 
the Jews. By the end of the war, he had 
worked tirelessly, spent his fortune and 
risked his own life towards this end, and 
he had saved at least 1,000 Jews from 
death in Nazi concentration camps. 
He became one of the best known and 
perhaps the most remarkable of the 
Righteous Among the Nations — those 
honoured by Israel for having taken 
an active role in rescuing Jews from 
execution by the Nazis. 


WORKING FOR NAZIS 
This unlikely hero was born in 1908 in 
the predominantly German-speaking 
city of Zwittau (Svitavy) in Moravia, 
which became Czechoslovakia in 1918 
and is now part of the Czech Republic. 
His family was Catholic and considered 
themselves to be ethnically German. 
Schindler grew up to be a dapper, 
flamboyant man who enjoyed luxury. 
Surprisingly, when he was just 20 years 
old, he married a quiet young woman, 
Emilie. Unsurprisingly, he spent her 
dowry on a sports car. In the early years 
of their marriage, Emilie remained 
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a member of the Nazi party. 


He went to Poland to take 
advantage of the new laws 
taking businesses from Jews. 


at home in the evenings while Oskar 
pursued other women. One of his affairs 
resulted in two children born out of 
wedlock. He was arrested on drunk and 
disorderly charges at least twice, and 
went through a number of jobs, none 
of which seemed to suit him. Then, in 
1936, he took up well-paid work with 
the German intelligence-gathering 
organisation, the Abwehr, which would 
be involved in planning for Germany’s 
invasion of Poland. 

When German troops invaded Poland 
in September 1939, Schindler followed 
them and settled in the city of Krakow. 
There, he benefitted from newly imposed 
Nazi laws that required Jewish homes 
and businesses to be confiscated. Within 
a few months, he had acquired an 
elegant top-floor flat, with views over 
the city, where he lived with a succession 
of mistresses while Emilie remained 
across the border in Czechoslovakia. 

He also acquired a bankrupt enamel 
factory, Emalia, using his connections 
with Nazi officials to acquire contracts 
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to make kitchenware for the German 
military. A Jewish accountant, Itzhak 
Stern, advised Schindler on the purchase 
of the factory. Stern also advised him 
that he could cut his costs by hiring Jews 
as workers. Schindler took this advice, 
and soon there were 1,000 Jews among 
Emalia’s 1,750 workers. 

Itzhak Stern later recalled that, from 
their earliest meetings, Schindler 
seemed unlike other Nazis. He never 
demonstrated anti-Semitic feelings, 
and on their second meeting he warned 
Stern of an upcoming Nazi raid on 
Jewish homes. 


IN THE GHETTO 

Over the next few years it was notable 
that Schindler treated his Jewish 
workers with relative generosity, giving 
them better rations and medicines than 
the Nazis allowed. He bribed SS and 
Gestapo officials to turn a blind eye to his 
kindnesses. And, in March 1943, when 
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and repeatedly Schindler's desk and ABOVE RIGHT: Holocaust ID card of Polish Jew 
redratted, as circumstances office at the Oskar Cyria Rosenzweig, one of those saved by Schindler 
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Schindler heard that Krakow’s Jewish 
ghetto was to be violently cleared by the 
SS, he warned his workers in advance 
about the raid and urged them to stay in 
the factory overnight. 

The Nazis had already reduced the 
Jewish population of Krakow from 
70,000 to 7,000, and they forced the 
remaining Jews into an overcrowded, 
walled ghetto, where four families 
might be required to share a single 
flat. But now it was decided to clear 
the ghetto, sending those who could 
work to the brutal Plaszow labour camp 
and those who could not work to be 
killed at the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. On 13 March 1943, the SS raided 
the Jewish ghetto, searching every 
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ABOVE: Personal effects of people deported to 
Auschwitz litter the track at the chilling entrance, and 
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LEFT: In one of the most harrowing scenes in the film, 
Schindler’s female workers are herded into a room, not 
knowing if the showers will disoense water or gas 





building for those in hiding, and order to protect his Jewish workers, 


executing hundreds of people on 
the spot, including the elderly, the ill 
and many young children. The scale 
and murderous cruelty of the ghetto 
clearance shocked Schindler. In the 
aftermath, his efforts to protect his 
Jewish workers intensified. 


KEEP ENEMIES CLOSE 


Schindler used his connections and 
wealth to ensure that his workers 
would not be sent to Plaszow, but 
would instead live in a makeshift 
camp near the Emalia factory. This 
would keep them safe from the 
commandant of Plaszow, Amon 
Goeth, who shot at prisoners on 

a whim, or had them attacked 

by his vicious dogs. Remarkably, 
Schindler befriended Goeth in 


and the two drank together. If Goeth 
suspected Schindler was overly lenient 
with his Jewish workers, his misgivings 
were alleviated by generous bribes. 
By mid-1944, the Nazis were eager 
to close any factories not engaged in 
vital war work. If this included Emalia, 
Schindler’s workers could be sent to 
Auschwitz. But Schindler persuaded 
officials in Berlin to allow him to 
build armaments, and to move his 
factory to Brtinnlitz (Brnénec) 
back in Czechoslovakia. 
When the idea was approved, 
the first of Schindler’s lists 
contained the names of the 










PORTRAIT OF EVIL 
Ralph Fiennes brought the camp 
commandant Amon Goeth to life 





“If this factory ever 
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| Oskar Schindler, Schindler’s List (1993) 
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Ones to watch: the 
Holocaust 








workers authorised for transportation to asingle life saves the entire world”. In 
the new camp. Yet the 700 men on the the latter part of the war especially, 
list were mistakenly sent to Gross-Rosen Oskar and Emilie had saved many lives, (George Stevens, 1959) 
concentration camp and the 300 women _. yet in the post-war period it was Oskar aR alowsiKe)avar-mke)romualgelelcla 
to Auschwitz. It took weeks, and further | who needed to be saved. As a former the diary of teenage ; 
bribes, to retrieve the workers, but they Nazi, a spy for the Abwehr, and a man Nalat-mwaeliicmalrelialemiceyaa 
were saved from near-certain death. who ran a forced labour camp, he could the Nazis with her family 

At Briinnlitz, and now reunited with have been prosecuted for war crimes. Ramelexee| e)i=xemy-Vaatciu=)aer-lear 
Emilie, Schindler continued to spend Yet the surviving ‘Schindler Jews’, as 
his fortune buying black market food they became Known, protected him, and 
and medicines, and bribing officials who — ensured that his achievements became (Roman Polanski, 2002) 
might have questioned why the factory known. They also frequently saved him Bha\-melale-)(-Jalsiaremagels Millie Perkins and Richard 
produced so few effective armaments. from hard times, with loans and gifts story of Polish composer Beymer play Anne and 
On 9 May 1945 (the day after VE Day), of money when his various business NAVA FeXe WAS Fe hWWans¥4 ella atela Peter in hiding in 1959 
Oskar and Emilie fled, with the good ventures failed. He died in 1974 of heart SiUlavaNalale MIA AUCs laste ha 
wishes of the workers, intent on failure and was buried in Jerusalem. naive eight-year-old 
surrendering to the Americans rather In real life, and on screen, Schindler German boy, whose 
than the Russians. was a complex character, but the events father becomes the 

The workers presented Oskar with surrounding him are represented in (Mark Herman, 2008) oro} anlant=lalel-\axelmrs 
a ring on his departure, inscribed witha = Schindler’s List with a power and impact ai at-makeudte)ar-|it-1K-me) mre) (ole) alol=laldg-1ace)amer- [a0] oF 
saying from the Talmud: “He who saves that few could ever forget. © 
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mass graves have been 
uncovered in Cambodia. 


The Killin 
Fields 


Tom Symmons explores Cambodia’s 
killing fields under the tyrannical Pol Pot, 
and the heart-breaking film they inspired 
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MURDEROUS 
MANTRA 


It is estimated that between 
1.5 and 2 million people 

ro | (-Yo MUlaTerslauuarsmenlaarsie 
Rouge. Their utter disregard 
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keep you is no benefit. 

To destroy you is no loss.” 


etween 1975 
and 1979, the 
Southeast 
Asian nation 
of Cambodia 
was brutally 
ruled by the Communist Party 
of Kampuchea (CPK), better 
known as the Khmer Rouge 
and infamously led by the 
dictatorial tyrant Pol Pot. 

The party’s extreme socialist 
revolutionary policies aimed to 
destroy the country’s history, 
culture and traditions, and 
return it to the Middle Ages 
by forcing the population to 
work in farm labour camps 
and establishing a self-sufficient, 
purely agrarian society. Pol Pot’s 
murderous rule, beginning in April 1975 
in what is now referred to as ’Year Zero’, 
exacted a terrible human cost upon an 
already impoverished nation. Over four 
years, 25 per cent of the eight-million- 
strong population were either executed, 
or died from starvation and disease. 

Based on the experiences of one of 
the survivors, the harrowing Oscar- 
winning film The Killing Fields (1984) 
is understandably difficult to watch but 
powerfully tells the story of the bleakest 
chapter in Cambodia’s history. 

The film’s title refers to the tens of 
thousands of mass graves discovered 
after the fall of the Khmer Rouge, each 
containing countless bodies. The term 
was coined by Dith Pran, a Cambodian 
interpreter and photojournalist, as well 
as survivor of the Khmer Rouge’s rule. 
After he fled Cambodia, he recounted 
his ordeal in the book, The Death 
and Life of Dith Pran, penned by his 
friend and fellow journalist Sydney 
H Schanberg - who had been assigned 
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to Cambodia by The New York Times in 
the early 1970s. Their book shocked the 
world, inspired Roland Joffé’s drama and 
uncovered Pol Pot’s regime. 


SEIZING POWER 

In 1968, the CPK launched a national 
insurgency against the pro-American 
government. From 1970, the struggle 
intensified as the Communists were 
assisted by the People’s Army of Vietnam 
as the war that raged in that country 
spread across the border. The US, 

who were supporting South Vietnam 
against the Communist-backed North 
Vietnamese, responded by deploying 
troops. They also unleashed an intense 
aerial bombing campaign, aimed at 
destroying North Vietnamese military 
installations inside Cambodia and 
stopping the spread of Communism 

in the region. 

This highly controversial, covert 
military operation resulted in huge 
casualties and loss of life, mostly civilian, 
and ultimately proved ineffective. The 
Communist forces continued to win 
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graves - the victims were tied 

together before being shot 

LEFT: The Khmer Rouge collect 

guns in the streets as they 
capture Phnom Penh 


territories and it is widely argued that 
the US incursion actually increased 
support for the Khmer Rouge. In 
April 1975, the same month that the 
Vietnamese city of Saigon fell, the 
Khmer Rouge captured the Cambodian 
capital, Phnom Penh, and seized power. 
As the Khmer Rouge encircled 
the city, foreigners and some well- 
connected Cambodians were evacuated, 
including Pran’s wife and four children. 
But despite the mounting danger, 
Pran insisted on staying behind with 
Schanberg to continue reporting 
the news, in the belief this would 
compel other countries to respond 
to the unfolding tragedy and come to 
Cambodia’s aid. Previously the pair 
had endeavoured to reveal the shocking 
truth behind the sanitised reports of US 
bombing incursions. Now, they found 
themselves caught up in a violent and 
bloody revolution. Their lives were never 
more at risk, as seen in one dramatic 
incident when Pran’s fast talking and 
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Dr Haing S Ngor, who plays 
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survivor of the killing fields. 
His portrayal as Pran was 
his first time as an actor 
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persuasive pleas managed to save 
Schanberg and other western journalists 
from summary execution by a group of 
trigger-happy soldiers. 

Soon after the Khmer Rouge’s 
takeover, the only safe haven for the 
remaining foreigners was the French 
Embassy, before they too were forced 
to evacuate. All Cambodian nationals 
taking refuge in the compound were 
ordered to leave. Fearing Pran would 
be tortured or killed by the insurgents, 
Schanberg and others forged a French 
passport using an old photograph in a 
last ditch attempt to get their friend out 
of the country and to safety. But Pran 
decided against this risky deception 
and left the Embassy voluntarily while 
Schanberg returned to America. 


ENEMIES OF THE STATE 


The Khmer Rouge eliminated 
Cambodia’s market economy, closed 
down schools and hospitals, outlawed 
religion, separated children from their 
parents, and forced the population to 
work on farms. Phnom Penh and other 
urban centres became ’ghost cities’ 
emptied of their inhabitants, who 
were among the most vulnerable to 
the regime’s radical social engineering 
policies. With little or no agricultural 
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In the film. Dith Pran is 
SIATON NARS ISESIOMO [21S] Os] ao] K>) 
that he drinks the blood 
of a live cow. This didn’t 
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knowledge, and 
forced to work 
from dawn until 


dusk without food 

or rest, former city 

dwellers quickly 

succumbed to famine 

and exhaustion. In ration of a table spoon of rice a day. He 
an attempt to turn Cambodia into a found vital nourishment by scavenging 
classless and compliant society, the for insects and rodents, but others, he 
Khmer Rouge also executed groups claimed, resorted to eating human flesh 
considered to be enemies of the state, from exhumed corpses. On another 
including ethnic minorities as well as occasion, Pran stole some rice, and was 
teachers, merchants and the country’s viciously beaten. The threat of violence 
intellectual elite. Often people were was an everyday reality for Cambodians 
killed simply for wearing glasses or under the Khmer Rouge: brutal 


punishments, torture and executions 
were carried out by cadres of young, 
heavily indoctrinated peasants. 

Since returning from Cambodia, 
Schanberg had made great efforts 
to locate Pran, but the country’s 
isolation from the Western world 

made this a near-impossible 
task. According to one 
source, Pran had been 

fed to alligators, a 


knowing a foreign language. 
Survival for Pran depended on 
hiding his past identity, and his 
ability to speak French and English. 
Only talking Khmer, Pran claimed he 
had been a taxi driver before the 
insurgency as revealing he was 
a photojournalist, and knew 
Americans, would have 
meant certain death. 
There were other dangers ‘\ 
facing Pran — he had to 
survive as a virtual slave on 
an agricultural commune, 
enduring long days of back- ii 
breaking work on a meagre f 













REUNITED 

Sydney Schanberg 
and Dith Pran meet in 
1979 after four years 


gruesome fate that had in fact befallen 
his brother. Schanberg refused to give 
up hope. In 1976, he won the Pulitzer 
Prize for International Reporting for his 
Cambodia coverage, and in an emotional 
acceptance speech, dedicated the award 
to his absent friend. 


SKULLS AND BONES 


In December 1978, the Vietnamese 
military invaded Cambodia and, within 
a few weeks, captured Phnom Penh and 
overthrew the Khmer Rouge. After four 
years of unimaginable hardship, Pran 
returned to his home town, Siem Reap. 
There, he learned that 50 members of his 
family had been killed, and discovered 
wells filled with skulls and bones. He 
described the skeletal remains littering 
the country in shallow, mass, watery 
graves as “like soup bones in broth”. 
Under the Vietnamese occupation of 
Cambodia, Pran was appointed mayor of 
Siam Reap. But when his American ties 
were discovered, he was dismissed and, 


BRAINWASHING 


While the Khmer 
Rouge sent adults to 
work on farms, they 
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to work as agents for 
the regime and spy on 
their parents. 


in October 1979, fled across the border to 
Thailand. His 60-mile trek was fraught 
with danger - two of Pran’s companions 
were killed by a land mine. 

Hearing of Pran’s escape, Schanberg 
flew out to greet his friend. Pran then 
travelled to America for an emotional 
reunion with his wife and four children. 
For the rest of his life, Pran - now a 
photographer for The New York Times 
— embarked on a self-described “one 
man crusade” of regularly speaking out 
about the Cambodian genocide. 

The Killing Fields represents an 
important part of his project. It may 
rearrange events and compress time but 
it remains a brave, intelligent, authentic 
and powerful representation of one of 
the darkest events in human history. 


ORY w J THINK 
Can a film still be considered entertaining if it is 
about something so horrific as the killing fields? 
Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 


“The wind whispers 
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The war has killed 
love... Here, only 
the silent survive.” 
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well as the fact that he wore glasses. 
He wanted to be in The killing Fields to 
show the world the horrors of Pol Pot 
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Gooctfellas 


Tom Symmons delves into the murky 
underworld of the New York mafia to 


uncover the true story of a real ‘wiseguy’ 


enry Hill was just 11 

years old when he began 

working for the New 

York mafia. Starting his 

career as an errand boy, he 

soon became involved in 
numerous criminal enterprises, taking on 
increasingly lucrative jobs and eventually 
helping to pull off one of the biggest heists 
in US history. For three decades, he was a 
highly valued member of the larger crime 
family — until he was ‘collared’ as part 
of a drugs bust and became a liability to 
the mob. Fearing execution by his former 
associates, he broke the mafia oath of 
silence. After 30 years as a mobster, Hill 
turned informant: he became a ‘rat’. 

Wiseguuy: Life in a Mafia Family 

(1986), written by reporter Nicholas 
Pileggi, chronicles Henry Hill’s life 
of crime. Beginning with his early 
involvement with the mob in the late 
fifties, it follows him through his heyday 
in the sixties and seventies to his arrest 
and entrance into the witness protection 
programme in 1980. This intimate 
account of life inside the mafia formed 
the basis for director Martin Scorsese’s 
highly acclaimed film Goodfellas (1990). 


MOB RULE 
Henry Hill was born in 1943 to an Irish- 


American father and Italian-American 
mother. Growing up in the fifties in 
Brownsville, a poor district of Brooklyn, 
New York City, he was inexorably drawn to 
the mafia lifestyle. Living with his parents 
and six siblings, his home was cramped 
and chaotic, and money was tight. His 
lifestyle was a world away from that of 
the local mafiosi who socialised at the 
Tuddy Vario cab stand across the street. 
The impressionable youth envied the 
men’s luxury cars, expensive clothes and 
jewellery, and noticed the great deference 
they were shown in the neighbourhood. 
Determined to wield the power and 
enjoy the wealth they did, Hill made 

it his ambition to become a ‘wiseguy’ - 

a recognised member of the mafia. 
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In his early teens, he became a gofer at 
the cab stand and at other local businesses, 
winning the approval of Tuddy Vario and 
his brother Paul, a high-ranking mafia 
member, or capo, in the Lucchese crime 
family. Hill was smart, industrious and 
willing to hustle for whatever errands 
needed running. He was also very quick 
to act on an opportunity: when asked to 
run sandwiches from the luncheonette to 
illegal card games, Hill made the snacks at 
home and pocketed the money. Soon he 
was given various other responsibilities, 
from parking the coveted mob limousines 
through to running ‘numbers’ for illegal 
lotteries and launching arson attacks on 
rival businesses. 

Hill’s commitment to his chosen 
career came at the expense of his studies, 
a situation to which his parents were 
alerted by a letter from the school truancy 
officer. His underworld employers swiftly 
remedied the problem by threatening the 
local mailman to ensure that he delivered 
no more such letters. 

The importance of remaining tight- 
lipped was impressed on Hill early in his 
criminal career. At the age of 16, he was 
arrested for the first time, for attempting 
to use a stolen credit card. At the station, 
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THE FACTS 
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“As far back 
as I can 
remember, 
ve always 
wanted to be 


-a gangster.” 
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the police attempted to force a confession 
from Hill, but he gave only his name. This 
refusal to talk earned him a great deal 

of respect from his mafia superiors, for 
whom the most important principle is 
the oath of silence, omerta: breaking it is 
punishable by death. 


CRIME PAYS 


The apparent invulnerability of his 
‘wiseguy’ friends underpinned Hill’s 
belief that honesty is for the weak 
and vulnerable. People who worked 
legitimately and obeyed the law were 
looked down upon as fools who were 
going nowhere, and were fair game to 
the predatory mafia. While still in his 
teens, Hill was earning more money 
than most people in his neighbourhood. 
In 1965, Hill met and married Karen 
Friedman, and they had two children. 
The money, power and privilege that 
came with the mafia lifestyle was a 
seductive alternative to the mundane, 
humdrum existence that was the norm 
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“The heist netted 
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When Hill received a ten-year 
sentence for extortion, he 

to 
get out after four years. 
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Though Paul Vario was 
depicted in Goodfellas 
(by Paul Cicero) as a 
warm, mellow man, in 
fact he had a 

, once assaulting a 
maitre d’ who had spilled 
wine on his wife’s dress. 
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towards mobsters. Karen was thrilled 
that her husband was an ‘action guy’ 

who commanded enormous respect. 
When they went out together, she felt like 
‘somebody’. At the upmarket Copacabana 
club, the couple always had a ‘ringside’ 
table next to the stage and were bought 
champagne by the club’s wealthy patrons. 
But the relationship was tumultuous, and 
both Karen and Henry were involved in 
extramarital affairs. 

Moral boundaries often became 
blurred, particularly during tough 
economic times. Many legitimate 
businessmen admired the mafia’s 
entrepreneurial enterprise and 
willingness to bend the rules, and would 
accept occasional bribes to earn extra 
income. The success of the mob’s varied 
and lucrative criminal operations also 
relied on regularly paying off corrupt 
judges, lawyers and policemen. 

There were, though, times when Hill 
was unable to beat the charges against 
him. But as most prisons were mafia run, 
gang members served out their sentences 
in relative luxury. They were housed 
away from the rest of the convicts, and 
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prison officials turned a blind 
eye to creature comforts such 
as food and alcohol being smuggled in 

by friends and family. During one spell 
behind bars, Hill even persuaded prison 
officials to release him on weekends to 
undertake ‘religious training’ as part of 
his rehabilitation — time he actually spent 
in Atlantic City, gambling with friends 
and associates. 


FRIENDS LIKE THESE 


Among those associates was the 
notorious James ‘Jimmy the Gent’ Burke, 
a long-time associate of the Varios. In the 
sixties, Burke mentored Hill and another 
young foot soldier, Thomas (‘Two-Gun 
Tommy’) DeSimone. Hill and DeSimone 
started out selling stolen merchandise for 
Burke before becoming members of his 
crew and graduating to hijacking trucks. 
Hijacking was Burke’s true passion — 
and he excelled at it. Many police officers 
were on the gang leader’s payroll, and 
Burke tipped delivery drivers for the 
‘inconvenience’ of stealing their cargo 
— hence his ‘Gent’ nickname. But when 
it came to dealing with any potential 
witnesses or informants who threatened 
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his highly lucrative criminal enterprise, 
Burke was utterly ruthless. Some 12 or 
13 dead bodies were discovered each 
year locked in the boots of stolen cars 
abandoned in the vicinity of JFK airport, 
where Burke and his gang operated. 
Burke and Hill were behind two major 
heists at JFK. The first was the 1968 Air 
France robbery, which landed a $420,000 
haul. The success of this job lifted them 
to a higher echelon within the mafia, 
though neither was eligible to become 
a ‘made man’ - a fully initiated member - 
as they were not of pure Italian descent. 
Ten years later, they were involved in 
another, even bigger job. Hill was tipped 
off about a shipment of millions of dollars 
in untraceable currency due to arrive at 
JFK from Germany. Permission for the 
robbery was granted by the Lucchese and 
Gambino crime families in return for 
a ‘tribute’ — a substantial cut of money 
— and on 11 December 1978, an armed 
gang assembled by Burke, including 
DeSimone, raided the Lufthansa cargo 
vault. Burke’s men rounded up and 
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After he was 


, Hill led a visible 
life, even appearing several 
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handcuffed all of the employees working 

at the cargo terminal and forced the mob execution or imprisonment 

supervisor to open the vault before for his crimes, he agreed to testify 

making off in a van, accompanied by against his former associates. His 

a ‘crash car’ in case of police pursuit. testimony led to 50 convictions, 
The Lufthansa heist netted the gang including those of Burke and 

$6 million - at that time the biggest Vario. Henry, Karen and their 

cash robbery in American history - but children entered the witness 

it ultimately led to the downfall of all protection programme, changing 
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enforcement agencies intensified, Burke For the most part, Goodfellas is true to 
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he plight of Jean Valjean, 

the tragedy of Fantine 

and the enduring love 

of Marius and Cosette 

are well-trodden, and 

well-loved, stories. There 
have been film, television and radio 
productions based on Victor Hugo’s 
sprawling and richly illustrated epic 
1862 novel, Les Misérables, as well as 
the world-famous stage musical. 

Since the curtains were first raised in 
1980, blockbuster creations of Les Mis 
have played in the best theatres from 
Broadway to the West End, telling the 
all-singing narrative of literary hero, 
and spirit of human redemption, Jean 
Valjean. A released convict, he breaks 
his parole to start a new life, only to 
find himself entangled in the misery 
and political instability of 19th-century 
Paris. It was just a matter of time before 
the musical was transferred to the silver 
screen, and the biggest adaption came 
in 2012 with Tom Hooper’s star-laden, 
award-winning and acclaimed hit. 

While the plot and characters are the 
invention of Hugo, at the core of Les 
Mis is a real event, the June Rebellion of 
1832. It is commonly mistaken to take 
place during the French Revolution, but 
the manning of the barricades seen in 
Les Mis is 40 years after King Louis XVI 
lost his head. 


FESTERING DISCONTENT 


That said, there had been so many 
upheavals in the country since the start 
of the French Revolution that to get the 
situation muddled is entirely forgivable, 
especially as little of the complicated 
history makes its way into Les Mis. First, 
the monarchy was removed, violently, 
in 1792 — four years after the Revolution 
erupted with the storming of Bastille 
Prison, a hated symbol of royal power 
and corruption — but this didn’t solve 
the problems of the French people. 
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Miserables? 


Jonny Wilkes uncovers the real disastrous 
rebellion that inspired the enduring musical 
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Instead, France was plunged into a 
power vacuum. 

For the next 20 years, factions fought 
for control while the country swung 
from the chaos of the Reign of Terror, 
where tens of thousands died at the 
mercy of the guillotine, to the tyranny of 
the First French Empire under Napoleon 
Bonaparte. By 1815, Napoleon had fallen 
following the Battle of Waterloo, and the 
monarchy had been restored, with the 
Bourbons back in power and the brother 
of the executed King on the throne. This, 
incidentally, is also the year when we 
first meet Jean Valjean as he reaches the 
end of his 19 years in prison for stealing 
a loaf of bread. 


LES MISERABLES. — JEAN VALIEAN. 


THE FACTS 


Release date: 2012 
Director: 

so)anm miele) el=\¢ 

OFT} 


Hugh Jackman, 
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MAIN: For the night of 5 June 
1832, many districts of Paris 
were in the control of the 
rebels, who made makeshift 
barricades out of any materials 
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ABOVE: Hugh Jackman as the 
hero of Les Mis, Jean Valjean 
LEFT: An engraving of a 
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Les Misérables 


Discontent among the 
French people festered. Every 
time a regime was replaced 
or destroyed, the new power 
promised to be better, but to the 
people, one system of oppression 
and decadence was much the same as 
any other. And this was the case once 
again in 1830. Revolution broke out to 
overthrow the conservative and opulent 
Bourbon King Charles X, only for him 
to be supplanted by his cousin, Louis- 
Philippe of the House of Orleans. 

Increasing poverty, rising prices and 
food shortages due to harvest failures 
were all weighing heavy on people’s 
minds, as well as an outbreak of 
cholera across Europe. The poor were 
hit hardest, with some 18,000 dying in 
the French capital of Paris alone. Their 
anger was aimed at the government. 
Dissatisfaction was so high that rumours 
spread as quickly as the disease that the > 
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DIY BARRICADES | 
i As well as using stolen wood, 
stone and furniture to build 
the barricades, trees were 
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THE PEOPLE’S MAN 


Lamarque despised the 
‘Ancien Regime’ - the 
social and political stance 
encapsulated by the 
Bourbons - and criticised 
King Louis-Philippe for 
doing little to assuage the 
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“In the death of Lamarque we 
will kindle the flame, they will see 
that the day of salvation Is near” 


ABOVE: The rebels were organised by secret societies, similar to 
‘Les Amis de l’ABC’ in Les Mis, where Eddie Redmayne’s Marius (second 

from left) discusses - or sings - the plights of the people 
LEFT: Jean Maximilien Lamarque fought in the Napoleonic Wars and 
was a popular Member of Parliament. His death sparked the rebellion 
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a people, who will not be slaves again” 


MAIN: Lamarque’s funeral procession was redirected by republican rebels to 
the site of the Bastille Prison - where the 1789 French Revolution began 
RIGHT: The ‘Elephant of the Bastille’ - as illustrated by French artist Gustave 
Brion - was described by Les Mis author Victor Hugo as “unclean, despised, 
repulsive and superb, ugly in the eyes of the bourgeois, melancholy in the eyes 
of the thinker”. The mammoth statue was never completed 












French authorities were poisoning the 
wells in slum areas to tackle political 
opposition or dissent, despite no 
evidence that this was happening. 


REVOLUTIONARY SPARK 


One of those to die from the epidemic 
was General Jean Maximilien Lamarque. 
A popular hero of the Napoleonic Wars, 
he had served as a member of the French 
Parliament and was respected by the 
lower classes for his outspoken support 
for human rights and liberties. In Les 
Mis, Lamarque is described as “the 
people’s man”. His death on 1 June 1832 
was the spark that set revolutionary 
fervour ablaze once again. 

Republicans struck during Lamarque’s 
funeral procession, on 5 June, although 
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they had not planned for full armed 
insurrection but more of a protest. 
French Republicans generally met in 
secret societies led by key figures such 
as the Marquis de Lafayette. The student- 
led society in Les Mis, Les Amis de ABC 
(Friends of the ABC) is a fictitious group, 
and none of its members existed, but it 
was groups such as this that disrupted 
Lamarque’s funeral. They intercepted the 
procession and redirected it to where the 
Bastille once stood, a moment captured 
in Les Mis with the rousing refrain: “Do 
you hear the people sing? Singing a song 
of angry men? It is the music of a people 
who will not be slaves again!” 

At around 5pm, the first gun shots 
between the protestors and troops 
rang out, supposedly when a man in 


the crowd stepped forward waving a 
red flag bearing the words ‘Liberty or 
Death’. The protest was turning into a 
rebellion, forcing its members to retreat 
to safer areas and, collecting any and all 
materials they could, build barricades 
on either side of the River Seine. Some 
of the dozens of barricades went up in 
under 15 minutes, while weapons were 
scavenged, from clubs to rifles looted 
from Paris’s gunsmiths. 

For the 3,000 or so armed and 
Shielded rebels, it was a hopeful start. 
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When yet another revolution 
broke out in 1848, which 
succeeded in overthrowing 
Louis-Philippe, 
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Republican Marius are there in Les 
Mis and are the only survivors as 
they escape into the sewers. 

Some 800 men were killed 
or wounded in the 24 hours 
of violence and gunfire, 
amounting to a small percentage 
of the soldiers in Paris, but an 
overwhelming loss for the rebels. 
As a grief-stricken Marius cries 
to his fallen comrades after the smoke 
has cleared, “My friends, my friends, 
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A Man for 
All Seasons 


Mark Glancy examines the 1966 film about Sir 
Thomas More, who famously disagreed with 
Henry VIII's desire for divorce 
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A MAN FOR 
ALL SEASONS 


ir Thomas More’s 
appointment as Lord 
Chancellor, in 1529, made 
him one of the most 
respected and prominent 
men in England. Yet just 
five years later More was imprisoned 
in the Tower of London, facing trial 
and execution for treason. After his 
conviction, he was not hanged, drawn 
and quartered - as traitors often were 
— but his severed head was placed on 
a pike on London Bridge so that all 
could witness this once powerful man’s 
ignominious end. 

History has been kinder to him. He 
was canonised in 1935, becoming Saint 
Thomas More. In the 1960s, Robert Bolt’s 
play A Man for All Seasons celebrated 
his virtues and idealism. The play 
soon became a film — now considered 
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THE FACTS 


Director: 
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a classic - which further enhanced and 
popularised More’s reputation. Indeed, 
in 2002, More stood in the top half of the 
BBC’s ranking of the 100 greatest Britons. 
Born in 1478, More was the son of 
a prosperous London lawyer. He was 
educated at the University of Oxford 
and became a lawyer himself. Deeply 
religious, he considered devoting his 
life to the church, and as a young 
man he lived and worshipped among 
the Carthusian monks near what is 
now Charterhouse Square in London. 
Ultimately, however, he decided that 
he would rather be “a good husband 
than a bad priest”. His first marriage 
was a happy one which yielded three 
daughters and one son, and after his first 
wife’s death he enjoyed a second happy 
marriage. Unusually for the time, he 
insisted that his daughters should be as 
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well educated as his son, and his eldest 
daughter, Margaret, excelled as a student. 
More’s own scholarship, and especially 
his philosophical treatise Utopia, is still 
widely studied today. He was knighted in 
1521 and, after his election as a Member 
of Parliament, he became Speaker of the 
House of Commons in 1523. More was 
also a trusted advisor to Henry VIII, who 
sought his opinions and guidance in 
crucial matters of state. 


STEADFAST VIRTUE 


A Man for All Seasons does not focus 

on Thomas More’s successful career or 
his happy private life. It is the story of 
his downfall, told in no uncertain terms. 
More is portrayed as a man of steadfast 
virtue caught up in a maelstrom of 





“ 
- 
—— F 


A 


nf 


MKelasircisi sie muarclanalis 
headless corpse be 
geldelaarsvomuomelicmelclulelainsie 
Margaret for burial. She 
later 

mlaremalls 
skull is believed to be In 
the Roper vault at St 
DyUlasinclascmlemOrclaleslaelelays 


PN idatelelolam m(lalaVanvalimarcle 
a temper, he was not 
known for the 
orale! 
orslaarelarsiaaclacte 
iechis: nila 


ne X=) g a=) ON = 
must stand 
fast a little 
- even at the 
gh Mey el=vlare, 


heroes.” 


FAR LEFT: Susannah 

b Lo) dan eltch Vicon Miclaerelacte 
MKolacmlamaal-mulian 

LEFT: Although More 
latckomne alastomerclelelaiaslas 
and a son, the film 
only features his eldest 
orelurel ainsi am Miclaelclacie 


HOLLYWOOD HISTORIES REVEALED 


69 












A MAN FOR 
7 .\ Ss -7 VS eo). = 


/ 


NG 


nh ¥ P 
%. 
Ro 
(§" 


aRatcmolalecrolelalisiaamel-iaicicla 


is overstated. 
Talnrcloiam \Arelasm olslal-lniaaciemncolan 
AIISMCIU] O1S1>) AVAI> AIG SN ROMALO)ISTONV, 
[ale mellomaloluelaldielsicmallaamelalal 
alsmcclilmucelaama sion alalekcmrc\ielele 








“England needs an heir!” 


LEFT: Under the rule of Henry VIII, Wolsey rose to 
positions of great power, but his failure to secure 
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and family members plead with More 
to bend to the King’s will and accept 
his solution to the Great Matter. But 
More, who had long opposed 
Protestantism, could not accept 
that the King of England had 
authority over the papacy. He 
therefore could not accept 
Henry’s divorce from 


. corrupt politics and intrigue in the court 
of Henry VIII in the late 1520s and 
early 1530s. “England needs an 
heir!”, a bloated Cardinal Wolsey 
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bellows in an early scene. 
Wolsey urges More to support 
a request to Pope Clement 
VII to have the longstanding 
marriage of Henry and 
Catherine of Aragon 
annulled because Catherine 
had not produced a male 
heir to the throne. This is 

the first in a succession of 
scenes in which ambitious 

or pragmatic friends, officials 
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Catherine. He would 
not attend Anne 
Boleyn’s coronation 
(and his absence 
{BBL was noted and 


FAMILY TIES 
More was unusual 
in giving his three 
daughters the 
same standard of 
classical education 
as his son 
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displeased the King). Most importantly, 
he refused to swear an oath recognising 
the 1534 Act of Succession, which 
declared that Anne Boleyn’s offspring 
would be the rightful heirs to the throne. 
More was careful not to speak out 
about his objections. He did not seek 
a confrontation with the King or to 
encourage opposition to him. He was not 
leading a rebellion but instead regarded 
his religious objections to be a matter of 
personal conscience. He hoped that, by 
not speaking out, he could be faithful 
both to his king and to his conscience. 
But his refusal to affirm his support 
for Henry VIII alienated the King and 
eventually led to More’s arrest and 
trial. Only when convicted and facing 
certain death could More finally speak 
his mind, and at the close of the trial 
he declared that placing royal authority 














over religious authority was “directly 
repugnant to the laws of God and His 
holy church”. 


A MORE COMPLEX MAN 


More was dubbed ‘a man for all 
seasons’ by one of his contemporaries, 
and the description stuck because he 
remained true to his beliefs despite the 


increasingly threatening circumstances. 


Yet the film shows only More’s own 
martyrdom, and his all-encompassing 
virtue obscures the real man’s reported 
wit, humour and warmth. 

The film also steers clear of his 
vehement opposition to what he 


regarded as the heresy of Protestantism. 


Some historians have argued that 
More may have condoned the torture 
of heretics, but others refute this 
(and More himself denied it). What is 
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the testimony of Richard 
Rich was not as pivotal 
as the film suggests. 
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Ones to watch: films 
about Henry VIII 


undeniable, though, is that he condoned 
the execution of heretics, and six were 
burned at the stake during More’s time 
as Lord Chancellor. Thus, Thomas More 
was a martyr who made martyrs of 
others, but this is perhaps an overly 
complicated idea for a film hero. 

The film constructs its hero according 
to the values of the time in which 
it was written and filmed. More’s 
determination to defy hypocrisy and 
established authority, and to remain 
true to his conscience, was tailored in A 
Man for All Seasons to fit the idealism 
of the 1960s. Its fine performances 
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Keith Michell plays Henry 
Vill in Henry VII and His 
Six Wives (1972) 


(Directed by Waris 
Hussein, 1972) Henry 
Kote) <sm ef-lel qxelamalismasilelal 
indolent alismelcy-laalelsvep 


and beautifully rendered locations at 
Hampton Court and along the River 
Thames also added to its appeal. 
Nevertheless, it is a film that shies away 
from the complexities of both the man 
and the period that it portrays. © 


(Directed by Justin 
Chadwick, 2008) This 
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Henry’s true love. 
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ALL THE 


PRESIDENT’S MEN 


All the 


President’s Men 


Mark Glancy delves into the true story of 
Watergate, when a bungled burglary and two 
young journalists brought down a President... 


resident Nixons’s press 
spokesman, Ron Ziegler, 
referred to it as a “third- 
rate burglary” when asked 
for an official response to a 
break-in at the Watergate 
complex, Washington DC. Ziegler’s 
response was all too true. The five 
burglars who were caught breaking 
in to the Democratic Party national 
headquarters on 17 June 1972 were 
hardly mastermind criminals. They were 
spotted because a security guard noticed 
the tape they applied to the office door’s 
lock, to prevent it from catching, and, 
when apprehended, one had the name 
of a White House official in his address 
book. It is now thought they were either 
attempting to steal information or plant 
monitoring equipment, but at the time 
it seemed highly unlikely that Nixon 
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THE FACTS 
Release date: 1976 
Director: 

Alan J Pakula 


Cast: Robert 
Redford, Dustin 
Hoffman, Jason 
Robards, Hal 
mle) 0) cele) 4 





or his campaign team had anything to 
do with the break-in. It took place five 
months before the presidential election 
and Nixon’s re-election already seemed 
assured. The Republican President’s 
approval ratings were strong and his 
likely Democratic opponent, Senator 
George McGovern, was considered too 
liberal even for many Democrats. So why 
would Nixon or his re-election team take 
such a wild and unnecessary risk? 


UNLIKELY PARTNERS 


The answer emerged slowly - so slowly, 
in fact, that on voting day, less than half 
of the public were aware of the Watergate 
break-in. Nixon won a landslide victory. 
But the two Washington Post reporters 
at the centre of All the President’s Men, 
Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, 
refused to accept the White House’s 







“To leave office 
before my term 
Ramee} pale) (=1k=e 

Ris] elave)ac=lajmxe) 
every instinct in. 
nah’ ekete hY Aa 


MAIN: Nixon resigns after 

the revelations of Watergate, 
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LEFT: Before he leaves 

office, Anti-Nixon protestors 
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White House 


denials and evasions at face value, and 
they kept the story alive. 

Bernstein and Woodward seemed 
a disparate duo. Bernstein was a 
college drop-out who had worked on 
newspapers since he was 16. Woodward 
was a Yale graduate and a veteran of the 
Navy Officer Corps, but he had little 
experience as a reporter when he was 
hired by the Post in 1971. Both men were 
a year or two shy of their 30th birthdays 
and neither was a political journalist. 
Their involvement with the Watergate 
case began because they were working 
the ‘city desk’, covering minor local 
news stories, when the burglary was 
reported. Through dogged investigation 
they ultimately linked the burglars to 
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END OF A PRESIDENT 


NAVA atoll Nid. <olamelalalelelaexcromalls 
dexirelarolakelamelamualsm\.2lal are me)i 
8 August 1974, he became the 
first US President to step 
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“Why would 
President Nixon 
take such a wild and 
unnecessary risk?” 



















“Woodward. Bernstein. 
You’re both on the story.” 


LEFT: Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, seen here 
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Prize for their reporting of the Watergate scandal 
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POETIC LICENSE 


aRasmallaaksucielerelssiasmuarcie 
Woodward and Bernstein were 
responsible for single-handedly 
bringing down Nixon, but their 
work was most important in 
the early stages of the scandal. 
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PRESIDENT’S MEN 
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| Just... follow the money.” 


LEFT: The identity of the clandestine source was a 
secret until 2005, when Mark Felt, former associate 
director of the FBI, admitted he was ‘Deep Throat’ 
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< and to White House officials G Gordon 
Liddy and E Howard Hunt. Convicted of 
burglary and conspiracy in January 1973, 
Liddy and Hunt were the first of the 
President’s men to fall. 

Yet one break-in and two corrupt 
officials were only the tip of the iceberg. 
Prior to Watergate, even Woodward and 
Bernstein couldn’t have imagined the 
full extent of the Nixon administration’s 
involvement in illegal activities. They 
were encouraged to think the worst 
by an informant - a high-ranking 
government official who was a source 
of Woodward’s. The whistleblower 
insisted that he could only serve as ‘deep 
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background’ on the story and not as a 
primary or named source. Hence, his 
identity was never revealed, and he 
was known only as “Deep Throat’ 
even to the Post editors. Woodward 
met him alone - late at night and in 
remote, deserted car parks - and was 
urged not to limit the investigation to 
Watergate, but to reach higher. 
Ultimately, it was revealed that 
the Nixon administration was 
thoroughly and utterly corrupt. The 
administration habitually employed 
espionage, sabotage and a host of 
‘dirty tricks’ - not just in the election 
campaign of 1972 but routinely and 
in pursuit of any political advantage. 
Watergate was just one event in a 
long line of illegal activities, but 
the steadily mounting investigation 
of the burglary triggered a White 
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House cover-up, which slowly and 

steadily unravelled over the course 

of 1973 and 1974. Dozens of trials and 

convictions ensued, involving many 

of Nixon’s closest advisors. Even the 

highest law-enforcement official in the 

country, Attorney General John Mitchell, 
was involved while serving as head of 

Nixon’s re-election campaign. 


NIXON’S DOWNFALL 


Woodward and Bernstein alone 
could not take credit for the 
administration’s disgrace and 
downfall. US District Court Judge 
John Sirica, who presided over the 
trial of the burglars, pursued the 





RELEASE THE TAPES 
Tapes of Nixon’s cover-up are 
carried into court 


ESCAPING JUSTICE? 
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ON TV AT \T 9 TONIGHT. 


“! must put the interest ,~ 
of America first...” 


Nixon’s Presidency was haemorrhaging support, but — 
he vowed to stay in office, famously saying, “l am not a 
a crook.” When impeachment hearings were opened, — . 

however, he decided to jump SeeiS he was pushed 








case aggressively. Senator Sam Ervin 
headed congressional hearings broadcast 
live on national television every day. 
When it was revealed that Nixon had 
installed a voice-activated taping system 
in the Oval Office (and other rooms), 
which automatically recorded all of his 
conversations, Sirica issued a subpoena 
ordering the President to release the 
tapes relevant to the Watergate case. 
Nixon’s reluctance to heed this and 
further subpoenas led the US House 

of Representatives to commence 
impeachment proceedings against 
Nixon. On 8 August 1974, the President 
resigned and the scandal came to a 
murky end. 

By the time of Nixon’s resignation, 
Woodward and Bernstein had already 
published their best-selling account of 
how the scandal unfolded. The actor 


Robert Redford had advised them to write 
the book as a memoir and bought the 
rights for a film. In his hands, the film 
focussed squarely on the detection of the 
crimes rather than the crimes themselves. 
With Redford playing Woodward, and 
Dustin Hoffman co-starring as Bernstein, 
the Watergate saga became a story 

about two ambitious young reporters 
rather than corrupt, elderly officials. In 
1976, when Americans were weary of 
Watergate and looking forward to the 
country’s bicentennial celebrations, the 
reoriented story suited the public mood. 
All the President’s Men was a box-office 
hit, and today it is remembered as a 
gripping political classic. On screen, 

this true story of the country’s worst 
political scandal was transformed into an 
affirmation of the all-American values 

of hard work, truth and justice. 


Ones to watch: 
Watergate scandal 


Nixon 

(Oliver Stone, 1995) 
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account of the man’s life 
and presidency. 
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1999) In a most unlikely 
comedy, Kirsten Dunst 
and Michelle Williams are 
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Frank Langella stars as 
Nixon opposite Michael 
Sheen’s David Frost 


David Frost’s interview 
in 1977, in which Frost 
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President Nixon. 
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UNPOPULAR VOTE 

A petition containing 34,606 
signatures demands the 
impeachment of President Nixon 
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ike many historical films, 
Amadeus is far from a 
faithful account of what is 
known about the period and 
the people that it portrays. 
Events are exaggerated, 
condensed and simplified, and the 
complexity of real characters is reduced 
to suit the needs of a dramatic contrast 
between good and evil. Such historical 
liberties are often bemoaned by 
experts, but few seemed to mind the 
wayward story points of Amadeus. This 
is no doubt partly attributable to the 
film’s high entertainment value: it is 
an unusually lively, bawdy and funny 
historical film. It revels in the boyish 
humour and high spirits of its main 
character, the composer Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791), played 
with jubilant gusto by Tom Hulce. But 
the film’s appeal is also attributable 
to Mozart’s music. The composer’s 
vulgar hijinks serve as a contrast to 
the transcendent beauty of his music, 
beautifully performed on the soundtrack 
by the Academy of St Martin in the 
Fields. Thus, even the most stringent 
historical purists couldnt help but find 
something to enjoy in Amadeus. 


CONFESSING MURDER 
For all its liberties, the story is actually 


based on a real rumour that circulated 
in Vienna in the 1820s. While gravely ill, 
the rival composer Antonio Salieri (1750- 
1825) confessed he had murdered Mozart 
decades earlier by poisoning him. Salieri 
was suffering from dementia at the time 
of this confession, and he later retracted 
it, but some - including Mozart’s widow 
Constanze - chose to believe the claim. 
More than 150 years later, the English 
playwright Peter Shaffer based the 

story of Amadeus not just on Salieri’s 
confession but also the idea that Salieri 
had been wracked by a deep and bitter 
jealousy of Mozart throughout the ten 
years that they both lived and worked as 
composers in Vienna. In the fun-loving 
Mozart, the story goes, Salieri saw a true 
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ys 
Amadeus 


Mark Glancy explores the real relationship 
between the rival composers Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and Antonio Salieri... 


THE FACTS 


Release date: 1984 
Director: 
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Tom Hulce, F. Murray 
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genius — one who made his own talent 
and accomplishments appear mediocre 
— and this drove him on a vendetta that 
ultimately culminated in murder. 
Shaffer’s story makes for great drama, 


but it is, of course, biased against Salieri. 


In fact, at the time, Salieri was regarded 
as the more accomplished musician and 
composer. From the 1770s through the 
1790s, he composed dozens of operas, 
many of them proving popular and 
considered innovative. A mark of his 
prominence was his appointment to 
the influential post of Kapellmeister, or 
musical director, to the court of Holy 
Roman Emperor Joseph II. Salieri was 
also a teacher whose pupils included 
Ludwig Van Beethoven, Franz Liszt and 






A TRICKY AFFAIR 
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name of Katerina Cavalieri gets 
caught in the middle of Mozart's 
rivalry with Salieri. There is no 
evidence that she had an affair 
with Mozart, as occurs in the film 
- in fact, it is suspected that she 
was Salieri’s mistress. 
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“Forgive me, 
Majesty. | 
am a vulgar 
man! But I 
assure you, 
my music 
Is not.” j 
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Franz Schubert. In his private life, he 
may not have had Mozart’s exuberance 
but nor was he the lonely and celibate 
man played with such convincing 
severity by the F. Murray Abraham in 
Amadeus. Salieri was married at the 
time he knew Mozart, and he fathered 
no fewer than eight children. 


FRIENDLY RIVALS 


If Salieri had little reason to fear or 
resent Mozart’s success, there was 
naturally a degree of rivalry between two 
men working in the same profession 
and in the same city. Salieri (born near 
Verona) and Mozart (born in Salzburg) 
belonged to separate musical coteries, 
and Italian and German opera fell into 


> 







oe Bat=Walisomatsm-lareleceis 
laughter, conflict, romance 
lave miccle (=e \Va com e)(=}-)-¥-] ah" 
a? Wane) ©X=) ¢- 0 (0)"/=) ae 









La “ : 
; J - - 
, iy " 
hee ie. . tie 
~~ . 
P Pr 
% 1 | 
‘ hs % mW gy in reality, Salieri was 
$ . 4 idafelan ley4alaan elle 
%, ’ + the difference in their status is 
‘a exaggerated in the film with 
' ) the casting of F. Murray 
¥ /Neolaq)at-laaialaremkolaal nl elrecea are) 





elas) lamclelcy 






















Holy Roman Emperor 
Joseph Il was both a fine 
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who regularly frustrates 
both Mozart and Salieri. 
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ABOVE: The real Salieri was not as 

pious or severe as portrayed in the film 
LEFT: F. Murray Abraham's Salieri Cleft) 
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Joseph Il, played by Jeffrey Jones 
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AMADEUS 


and out of favour during this period. 
The composers were therefore vying 

for work, including the prestigious 

post of musical tutor to the Princess of 
Wurttemberg, which Salieri successfully 
attained. As composers, they saw their 
operas debut side by side, yet there is 
little evidence of any animosity between 
them. Mozart did complain in a letter 

to his father that Joseph II favoured 
Salieri over all other composers, but 
that observation was an accurate one. 
Both Mozart and his father suspected 
that, behind the scenes, Salieri tried 

to undermine Mozart's success, but 
these were hardly unusual suspicions 

in a field so reliant on patronage. In 
public, fellow composers reported that 
Mozart and Salieri were friendly with 
another. Shortly after the premiere 

of Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Salieri 

80 
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Wolfgang's first taste of 
fame came in 1763 - his 
father Leopold took him and 
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LEFT: In Amadeus, Mozart is shown to work 
tirelessly on a composition when he is struck 
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MAIN: In the 1760s, the Mozart family went on 
a grand tour of Europe, boasting the skills of 
the young Wolfgang - he was just seven years 


oro \\Vial=lamaalsm kell] aiolq\er-la 


attended a performance with Mozart, 
and applauded warmly and vigorously. 
Thus, any ill feeling between Mozart and 
Salieri was borne by the former rather 
than the latter - contrary to what is 
strongly depicted in Amadeus 

— and it stemmed from Salieri’s 

status and success rather than 

his perceived mediocrity. 


RISING CAREER 


Mozart’s resentments were 
those of a younger man 
struggling for position in the 
world. Although he was a 
wunderkind, he spent many 
years struggling to find a 
suitable post or patronage. He 
and his father travelled widely 
during his youth, seeking a 
distinguished appointment but 


finding mainly low pay and occasionally 
humiliating circumstances. It was in 
the period after 1781, when Mozart 
defied his father and decided to live 
and work independently in Vienna, 
that his career flourished. In the space 
of ten years, he found 
great success with the 
operas The Abduction 
from Seraglio (1782), 
The Marriage of 
Figaro (1786), Don 
Giovanni (1787) and 
The Magic Flute 
(1791). These were 
composed alongside 


OPERA-TUNITIES 
A scene from Don 
Giovanni - one of the 
operas that brought 
Mozart fame 











“Mozart! Mozart, 
worgive your assassin. 
confess, | killed you.” 
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When Mozart died in 
1791, aged 35, he had 
been 

for weeks. In the 
nl laaWalismersiellialcmelloNAs 
out ina matter of hours. | 
























Before Mozart's death In 
Amadeus, Salierl assists in 
dats 
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Ones to watch: 
composers 


his piano concertos, symphonies and contemporary knowledge that Mozart’s 

chamber music, and together with his music and reputation have survived for impromptu 

work as a performer and teacher, his centuries — and continued to find new, (James Lapine, 1991) 

success brought a high income. Mozart’s — enraptured audiences — while Salieri’s miUlelamGlc-lalar- [ale mel elon, 

money troubles were the result of name and work quickly faded. Mozart’s Davis star as Frédéric 

excessive spending, and his mercurial secondary status during his own lifetime (Gl ato)o)|al=laremGi-10)cel>met-lale, 

temperament, rather than any malicious — thus appears unjust and unwarranted, Tamaalismexe)(el0lai0|mele-|aat- Ke) 

machinations against him. His death, and he is invested with the role of the id at=1| @psxers] ale f=] (oUsmce)a are [arace 

at the age of 35, was not considered struggling artist and unappreciated 

suspicious at the time as he had been genius. This may be shaky history, but immortal Beloved 

ill for weeks with a fever. While it is the film has enough laughter, conflict, (Bernard Rose, 1994) | ghee 

true that he had a commoner’s funeral, romance and tragedy to please any opera Aida mCt-la’mO@llelaal-lamiamaarc Gilbert and Sullivan's The 

in 18th-century Vienna this was not lover, except perhaps for Salieri himself, lead, the film attempts Mikado is the subject of 

unusual for a man of non-aristocratic who undoubtedly would have told the mom lellaldinvandal-melalarelaatcre Mike Leigh's Topsy Turvy 

standing. It certainly was not a mark of tale in an altogether different key. © VVelaats laure lam dalcmalct>]amo)mre 

his downfall or ignominy, as implied by passionate love letter from The story of the difficult 

the film. At his death, Mozart was second Ludwig van Beethoven. al felake)alsiall em exsvauicrsyal 

in stature only to Salieri as Vienna’s most © Fy waarpo (©) FF WHAT DO YOU THINK? Ci loy-lamr-lalemelel linc lamers 

prominent musician and composer. Should films stick to facts or is there no problem opsy-Turvy datWasinaulere] (-\omnomaine 
The drama of Amadeus stems not with the extent of poetic license seen in Amadeus? CUI <emmelte] aMISISISD) and stage The Mikado. 

from historical accuracies, but from our Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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Tom Symmons follows the real life of 
Eva Peron, whose poverty-to-politics 
story inspired the smash musical 


lamorous, passionate, 
charismatic and 
ruthlessly ambitious, Eva 
Peron, born Maria Eva 
Duarte on 7 May 1919, 
had all the qualities 
needed to rise up and become an 
influential figure in her home country of 
Argentina. And Eva made quite the rise, 
starting life, as she did, in the depths of 
poverty and ending up the most powerful 
woman in the country, as its First Lady. 
During her meteoric rise, she became 
a leading and incredibly beloved political 
figure. Ardent in her efforts to alleviate 
the biggest problems faced by the 
poor and to support the campaign for 
women’s suffrage, she was considered a 
living saint by millions of Argentinians, 
who fondly called her ‘Evita’ (little 
Eva). She was not without her critics, 
however, who claimed she was driven 
by a callous desire to succeed. 
Her dazzling life story, full of 
controversy and no small amount of 
sex appeal, became the subject of the 
epic musical hit, Evita (1996), adapted 
from the stage production by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice. With a 
heartfelt performance by Madonna, the 
movie bagged many awards, and brought 
Eva’s tale to a new generation. 


BUMPY START 


However bright her legacy, there was 
little in the way of glamour during Eva’s 
upbringing. Her humble start began in 
the village of Los Toldos, some 200 miles 
west of the capital, Buenos Aires, as one 
of five children born to Juan Duarte 
and Juana Ibaguren. The couple never 
married and the children grew up in 
desperate poverty, which was made much 
worse after Eva’s father lost his job. 
Then, in 1926, Juan died in a car 
accident so the family moved to the 
town of Junin. The children were able 
to attend school while their mother 
repaired clothing - when she could get 
work — to make ends meet. Growing up, 
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UNION POWER 
Shortly after her wedding, 
while she was still starring 
on the airwaves, Eva 
heloed to set up a union 
for radio employees. 


* 


the young Eva had few friends, as her 
illegitimacy was scandalous. 

Eva became fascinated with the 
movies, especially Hollywood, and 
dreamed of escaping her life of 
misfortune to become an actress in 
Buenos Aires. In the mid 1930s, when 
she was still a teenager, Eva moved to the 
capital having landed a small radio role. 

The Great Depression had its claws in 
the city and opportunities were scarce, 
but Eva never lost her determination. 
After her radio contract came to an end, 
she found work with various theatre 
troupes and, in 1937, landed her first 
film role. She also started modelling. 

In 1939, Eva set up her own radio 
entertainment business: the Company 
of the Theatre of the Air. The group 
produced radio programmes and, in 
1943, she achieved a major success - a 
series in which she portrayed famous 
women from history, including Queen 
Elizabeth I and Catherine the Great. 

Although Eva’s rise has been linked 
to her relationships with increasingly 
influential men, by her early 20s she had 
escaped the shame of her impoverished 






“I am only 
Fe ¢clellom-it-]¢ 
with just one 
weekly show...” 
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women are off to vote, in 1951, for 
the first time 

LEFT: Madonna broadcasts to the 
nation as Eva Peron in Evita 


childhood. Her career was flourishing, 
she was wealthy and she lived in an 
upmarket neighbourhood. 


THE WAY TO THE TOP 
In 1944, Eva started a relationship 


with 48-year-old Army Colonel Juan 
Peron, one of the most powerful men 

in Argentina. After the military took 
control of the Argentinian government 
in 1943, Peron became Labour minister 
and distinguished himself as a champion 
of the working classes, who were known 
as the descamisados, or ‘shirtless ones’. 
He encouraged the country’s labourers 
to form unions, thereby giving them the > 









“Evita was considered 
<a living saint by millions - 
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the illegally detained Juan 
Peron - 17 October 1945 

- is still commemorated 
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“Just listen to that! 
The voice of 
Argentina! 

We are adored! 
We are loved!” 


LEFT: The Perdéns smile for the public 

on the fifth anniversary of the Perdonist 
movement, in 1950 
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charm a crowd as the Peron power couple 
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freedom to organise and strike for better 
pay and working conditions. Already 
hugely popular with the masses, Juan 
Peron’s connection to Eva — the actress 
of humble origin - boosted his populist 
image. On her radio show, Eva used her 
Skills to promote her lover, highlighting 
their shared working-class roots to 
appeal to ordinary Argentinians. 


UNSTOPPABLE PAIR 

By 1945, Juan Perén’s opponents in the 
administration feared his popularity 
was eclipsing that of the country’s 
President, Edelmiro Julian Farrell. In 

an attempt to check his political rise, 
Peron was forced to resign and taken 
into custody. But hundreds of thousands 
of his loyal supporters took to the streets 
chanting ‘Peron!’, bringing the capital to 
a grinding halt and forcing his release. 
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MILLIONS IN MADRID 


Evita’s trio to Spain fell at a time 
when, because of its Fascist 
government, not many foreign 
dignitaries were visiting the country. 
This made Senora Peron’s arrival all 
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A few days later, 
Eva’s life changed 
dramatically when she married Juan 

in a small civil ceremony. 

Encouraged by the demonstration 
following his arrest, Juan ran for 
president the next year. Eva campaigned 
with her husband across the country, 
and continued to use her radio show 
to deliver powerful speeches 
praising her husband’s 
patriotism and desire for social 
justice. It was during her entry 
into politics that Eva Peron 
became Evita to her millions 
of admirers. Juan won the 
election in a landslide. 

Eva embraced her 
role as First Lady, but 
developed a dual 
personality. As the 


Eva shakes 
hands with 
General Franco 
in Madrid, 1947 
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President’s glamorous wife, she 
performed her ceremonial duties, but as 
Evita she unofficially ran the Ministries 
of Labour and Health, met face-to-face 
with the poor who were in need of 
help and delivered higher wages and 
greater social welfare benefits for the 
country’s worst-off. To this end, Eva 
created a foundation in 1948, which 
was part-funded by ‘donations’ 
coerced from Argentina’s wealthy 
elite. The foundation’s lack of 
accounts, combined with 
the First Lady’s penchant 
for expensive attire, led to 
suspicions of corruption, 
but the charity had many 
successes, including 
building new houses, 
schools and hospitals. 





Eva also had a major impact on the 
lives of Argentinian women. After 
historic legislation was passed that gave 
women the vote, Eva created the Female 
Peronist Party, which had 500,000 
members and was the country’s first 
large women’s party. The First Lady, 
however, courted controversy, when, on 
a ‘Rainbow Tour’ of Europe, she visited 
Spain, which was then under the rule 
of military dictator, General Franco. She 
was greeted by millions of people in 
Madrid, but her critics denounced her 
as a Fascist sympathiser. 

Back in Argentina, the Perén 
administration was becoming 
increasingly authoritarian, and was 
attempting to silence dissent by sacking 
or imprisoning its opponents in the 
press or within academia. 


POPULAR DEMAND 
Nonetheless, by the 1951 election, the 
Perons remained popular with the 
working classes. So much so, that, at 

a mass rally of 2 million workers, the 
crowd demanded that Eva run as Juan’s 
Vice President. But, under pressure from 
the country’s military and upper classes, 
who had long-feared the First Lady 
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Three years after her 
death, Evita's embalmed 
body was stolen by the 
army and flown to Italy. In 
197], it was given to Juan 
Peron, then living in Spain, 
before being returned to 


A ina in 1974. 
wielded gel-ialaiatcmiaic) 


too much 
power, she declined the 
offer. At the same time, her 
health was rapidly deteriorating as she 
was suffering from cancer. Seriously ill 
and unable to stand, Eva made her last 
public appearance in June 1952, at her 
husband’s second inauguration, around 
the time she was given the official title of 
‘Spiritual Leader of the Nation’. Not long 
after that, aged just 33, Eva passed away. 
Some 2 million Argentinians lined the 
streets of Buenos Aires for her funeral. 
Her remarkable story makes for an 
energetic and entertaining film - a 
spectacle that captures a sense of the 
dramatic change that was tearing 
through the country. Historically, 
however, the movie’s representation 
of Evita is superficial. The plot focuses 
on her style, appearance and celebrity, 
rather than her considerable political 
achievements, which improved the lives 
of millions of Argentinians. © 


1) WHATDO YoU THINK? 


Does Fvita portray Eva Peron’s real impact? 
Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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Chanel 


This literal rags-to-riches story looks as 
beautiful and elegant as the fashion designer’s 


own style, as Mel Sherwood reveals... 


uietly, with just the 

sound of birdsong and 

the rolling of a cart’s 

wheels, two young 

sisters arrive at the 

Aubazine orphanage 
in central France in 1893. This is how 
Anne Fontaine’s 2009 biopic Coco Before 
Chanel, starring Audrey Tautou, begins. 
One of the girls is Gabrielle Chanel, 
destined to become Coco, perhaps the 
20th century’s most celebrated fashion 
designer. But that is to come in her 
future. On this sombre day, the young 
Gabrielle is greeted by black-and- 
white-habited nuns, and ushered inside 
the abbey, a stone building of simple 
design and austere furnishings. A fitting 
location for the future fashion designer 
— who would become famous for her 
neutral colour palettes and simple, clean 
silhouettes — to grow up. 

The orphanage may have been a key 
influence on Chanel’s style, but she was 
greatly ashamed of her time there. As an 
adult, Chanel would refer to the nuns 
who raised her as ‘aunts’, in just one of 
the many euphemisms and mistruths 
she used to disguise her less-than- 
glamorous upbringing. Despite their 
time in an orphanage, these two Chanel 
girls, along with their brothers and 
another sister (who may have also grown 
up with the nuns), were not orphans. 
Though their mother had died at just 
32 — after a decade on the road with 
Chanel’s father, a travelling salesman, 
and six pregnancies - their father lived. 
Chanel, however, never saw him again. 


MAKING CONNECTIONS 


Anne Fontaine’s movie rejoins Chanel’s 
story again 15 years later. Now a 
young woman, she walks out from 
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behind a curtain in a caf’concs, a type 
of entertainment cafe that emerged 

in garrison towns at the turn of the 

20th century. The two Chanel girls, led 
by Coco, belt out a ditty about a missing 
dog named ‘Coco’ (possibly the origin of 
her nickname). This particular caf’concs 
was in a town in central France, 
Moulins, where Gabrielle and her sister 
were working as seamstresses during 
the day and, as the movie would have it, 
entertaining military men by night. 

As a seamstress, Chanel excelled. She 
had rigorous practical sewing training 
from her ‘aunts’ at the orphanage, but 
She also had a creative influence, from 
one of her actual aunts. Her father’s 
sister, who young Gabrielle would 
visit each summer as a holiday from 
orphanage life, showed the girl how to 
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be creative with a needle and thread, 
adapting hats to suit her own style - a 
Skill that would become the cornerstone 
of all her future success. 


LOVE AND PARIS 


Frustrated with life as a seamstress, 
Chanel set her sights on a new challenge. 
After several failed solo vaudeville 
auditions in the nearby city of Vichy, 
which she probably saw as a stepping 
stone to Paris, Chanel was set to become 
a gommeuse - a dancer who wore a 
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< heavily embellished and highly revealing bustle for an enhanced rear, as well Coco Chanel 
costume. Before she got very far with as ostentatious accessories. In time, championed the idea of opening a hat shop. After 
this, however, a convention-defying Chanel would do her best to bring to an minimalist being initially reluctant, he relented, and 
fashion styles : es 
plutocrat with a passion for race horses, end to such abundant styles. She hated offered her his Parisian bachelor pad to 
named Etienne Balsan, invited her to corsets, saw too much embellishment work from. But before she could begin, 


become his mistress. At the age of 23, as garish, and the enormous hats of the 
Chanel moved in with this Champagne- day as distracting. For her, simplistic 
swilling libertine at his Compiegne was more beautiful, and concealing 
home, ‘Royalliew’. the silhouette was even more alluring 


another great passion developed. 


HE’S JUST A BOY 
In 1909, Balsan whisked Chanel away for 









Here, Chanel entered the life of live-in than revealing it. These are now SS = a trip to the Pyrenees, where she met a 
mistress. She was his second such - he fundamental laws of fashion but, at = self-made English businessman named 
already had one croquesse de diamante, _ the time, they were revolutionary. : : Arthur ‘Boy’ Capel. He was making a 
or ‘diamond scruncher’. Chanel At Royallieu, Chanel donned ——— fortune in coal, was a famed polo player 
struggled in this world. She began to jodphurs for horse riding while Oo at and quite the charmer. He was also the 
loath people who did not work, and going sans-corset most of the time, love of Chanel’s life. Their initial affair 
often let others dominate conversation. and her daring taste soon piqued the was intense and, when the holiday was 


over, Chanel decided to leave Balsan and 
go home with Boy. She wrote a note for 
Balsan and left him, waiting for Boy at 
the train station. She was uninvited but, 
it seems, very welcome. 


She did, however, learn to indulgein lazy interest of Balsan’s female friends. 
mornings — often reading in her pyjamas One such character was Emilienne 
until noon - and, either at Balsan’s d’Alencon, Balsan’s other live-in lover. 
request or shrewdly sensing that it was She was among the first to be taken 
the way to make herself alluring to him, with Chanel’s modest straw boater 


BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE DE FRANCE X1, ALAMY X2, GETTY X1, MOVIESTILLS X1 TOPFOTO X1 


to love and understand horses. hats, and word soon spread among the Their romance continued to grow, as 
With little else to do, she also began fashionable gossips of the haut monde of did Chanel’s business. Living in Paris 

to develop her sense of style, and to Balsan’s talented ‘little friend’. with Boy, and with both financial and 

step outside of the fashion norm. At the As hints of possible success arose, so business assistance from her lover, 

time, the a la mode look for women Chanel’s desire to work grew. In 1908, at Chanel opened a millinery boutique on 

included a corset for a tiny waist, a the age of 25, she broached with Balsan Rue Cambon in Paris in 1910, where the 
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fashion house still has a boutique to this 
day. A second boutique followed in the 
seaside resort of Deauville in 1913, where 
they sold not just hats and accessories, 
but also sportswear and revolutionary 
jersey garments to the holiday shoppers. 
Even through World War I, her fashion 
enterprise flourished. Chanel opened 
a couture house in Biarritz, employing 
some 60 women, where she embraced 
the austere fashions that wartime 
encouraged. Rather than expensive 
textiles, she favoured simple jersey — it 
was a cheap and efficient material, and 
she knew how to make spectacular 
garments out of it. Despite the time of 
conflict, this fledgling fashion house was 
selling dresses with 7,000-franc price 
tags, about £1,500 today. 


THE END OF THE AFFAIR 
Though Boy gave Chanel some of 


the happiest years of her life, theirs 
was far from an idyllic relationship. 
Boy had a wandering eye and, most 
heartbreakingly of all for Chanel, he 
married another not for love, but as a 
business decision. Despite such setbacks, 
their passion continued. It was a tragedy 
that truly ended the love affair: he was 
killed in a car accident in 1919. Chanel 
couldn’t attend the funeral because she 
was the mistress, but she did visit the 
site of the crash, where she broke down 
in tears on the road. 

By the time Boy passed away, Chanel 
was Set. She had already paid back much 
of the investment he had put up and, 


HIDDEN DESIGNER 


GSiar-larslmelemlalers\cloms-lnen 
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from these mirrored stairs. 
Perching on the fifth step, 
she could see her models 
and the audience, but she 
was hidden from view. 


between her three locations, 
she was selling sportswear, 
blazers, dresses, accessories 
and, of course, her hats. 

In the final moments of 
the movie, Chanel sits on 
the stairs in her Parisian 
boutique during a collection 
launch. Models surround her, 
as the sound of applause fills the room. 
She is the picture of elegance: Coco 
has become Chanel. It appears to be 
shortly after Boy’s death, as though her 
grief catapulted her into a frenzy of her 
best work. But, in reality, she did not 
suddenly become an icon and release an 
occasion-wear collection overnight. As 
with many elements of her rise, Chanel’s 
success developed gradually, and more 
Slowly, certainly, than the film reflects. 
While significant liberties are taken with 
the chronology of events, Coco Before 
Chanel is distilled with the truths of 
the heroine’s character. Tautou brings 
Coco’s bravery, bluffs and charm to the 
fore. And it is not only Tautou’s portrayal 
that fits, but the film’s cinematographic 
style echoes the Chanel look: it is clean, 
elegant and beautifully made. 


(©) FAY wnarpovot 

What film based on true historical events 
Should be the next ‘Reel Story’? 

Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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of Thermopylae 


With blood, abs and slow-mo, this swords-and- 
sandals romp seems to leave historical accuracy at 


GETTY X2, MOVIE STILLS X2 





the door — but does it really? asks Jonny Wilkes 


he Battle of Thermopylae 

is seconds away, and Zack 

Snyder’s 300 prepares 

to explode into an hour 

of unapologetically 

blood-splattered action. 
A phalanx of 300 lone warriors from 
the Greek military state of Sparta faces 
hundreds of thousands of soldiers from 
every corner of the mighty Persian 
Empire, but, having trained for war 
their entire lives, they are unfazed by 
the impossible odds. Before shields 
clatter and spears are thrust, a Persian 
messenger offers a final chance to 
surrender. “Spartans!” he yells, “Lay 
down your weapons.” But the Spartan 
King Leonidas (played with gusto by 
Gerard Butler) takes pleasure in his 
retort: “Persians! Come and get them.” 

It is a line that sounds like it could 

only have been written for an action 
movie and yet that dialogue is about 
2,500 years old. The real Leonidas sent 
that response to the Persian King Xerxes 
before battle was joined in 480 BC. That 
serves to show the surprising thing 
about 300. As an ostentatious, stylised 
blockbuster, there is much that can be 
dismissed as historically suspicious or 
the victim of overly artistic license, but 
at its heart, the movie understands just 
how cinematic the actual battle was - 
and that Leonidas and his 300 Spartans 
were tailor-made to be action stars and, 
as it turned out, martyrs. 


LIVE AND BREATHE WAR 
In 480 BC, the Persian Empire was 
already the largest power base the world 
had seen, but Xerxes greedily eyed the 
independent city states that formed 
Greece as a stepping stone to expand into 
Europe. His father, Darius, attempted 

to invade a decade earlier but had been 
repelled at the Battle of Marathon, so 
Xerxes, determined not to make the 
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same mistakes, spent years 
preparing a gargantuan army 
and fleet. Putting their usual 
rivalries aside, the Greeks 
united against this threat and 
knew their best chance of 
success was to fight on two 
fronts. At sea, they would block 
the Persians at the Straits of 
Artemisium, while on land, 

the ideal ground to defend was 
Thermopylae, or ‘Hot Gates’ 
(named after the hot springs 
there). With water to the east 
and mountains to the west, it 
was a narrow coastal track in 
northern Greece, which the 
Persian army would have to 
march through if they wanted to 
reach the southern states. 

The Spartans, who lived and 
breathed war, were the natural 
choice to lead the land force. 

They were an elite fighting 

force of highly disciplined and 
seemingly fearless warriors, 

Skilled with a number of 

weapons (except the bow, which 
they considered the weapon of 
cowards). From birth - where 

they are inspected for physical 

faults and discarded on a hilltop 

if deemed weak - the life of a man in 
Sparta was consumed by the army. 
While helots (‘slaves’) carried out 
everyday jobs such as farming, Spartans 
were in constant, brutal military training 
and drilled to believe that the greatest 
glory they could achieve was to die in 
battle. Such was Sparta’s readiness for 
war, the city had two kings so that one 
could maintain law and order at home 
while the other led the army. 

Yet something could hold them 
back: their own rules. When they were 
needed at the Hot Gates, Spartans were 
celebrating not only the festival of 
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the Spartan ritual of 
‘agoge’ - at the age of 
seven, boys were entered 
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where they learned to 
fight, steal and tolerate 
pain. They could only enter 
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Carneia but the Olympics too, so were 
doubly forbidden by Spartan law from 
marching to war. It was only the urgency 
of the situation that permitted the 
watrior King Leonidas to take 300 men 
of the royal bodyguard as an advance 
party. Unlike in the movie, this was done 
with the blessing of the ‘ephors’ - five 

of the most influential men in Sparta. 
The aim was to hold the Persians long 
enough for the main army to arrive 

after the Carneia, but Leonidas knew it 
was a suicide mission. He had heard a 
prophecy claiming that a Spartan king 
would die before the Persians were 
defeated and, to ensure the safety of 




















“At its heart, 300 
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ale) '"Medlal=laatsi aoa sal 
actual battle was.” 


“Spartans, ready 
your breakfast 
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According to legend, Xerxes 
ordered a bridge over the 
strait of Hellespont (now the | 
Dyelaelclalsiissp con OlomOlellimelele 
of barges 

.When a 
storm wrecked the bridge, 
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Spartan bloodlines, he insisted that 
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Herodotus claimed the Persians 
numbered over 2 million and, while » 


rN fed] 1) pam eLelcta y.\ ch) 


Before going into battle, every 
Spartan warrior would carve 
their unique mark at each end of 
a stick, which they then broke. 
They kept one half somewhere 
on their body while the other 
was In their pack back at camp, 
So, If they were killed, their body 
could be identified easily. 


GREEK TRAITOR 

Noland alomelskelaaalc(omelel-latela 
of the movie, Ephialtes of 
aigcleialismalsil else cole <ocmlamaals 
hope of a reward but as the 
Persian invasion failed, he 
never got it. Today, his name 
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y | aa means ‘nightmare’ in Greece. 
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Persian Empire will descend 
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blot out the Sun.” 


“Then we will fight In 


the shade.” 


ABOVE: The Persian army - which the Greek historian 
Herodotus claimed was 2 million-strong - was held by 


7,000 Greeks for two days of battle 


RIGHT: Andrew Tiernan as the traitor Ephialtes 


modern estimates put the total much 
lower at around 200,000, this was more 
than enough to trample any Greek force. 
This was probably why Xerxes did not 
attack right away, assuming the Greeks 
would lose heart at the sight of his 
armies and retreat. When he sent a spy, 
however, he was shocked to learn that 
the Spartans were wrestling, combing 
their hair and showing no signs of 
concern whatsoever. Such attitudes were 
standard Spartan behaviour; it was vital 
to show no fear. As one legend goes, 
when the Spartans were warned that the 
Persian arrows would be so numerous 
that they would block out the Sun, one 
Spartan replied with another cinematic 
Zinger: “So much the better... then we 
Shall fight our battle in the shade.” 

After five exacerbating days of waiting, 
Xerxes gave the signal to attack. As the 
Greeks predicted, Persia’s superior 
numbers meant nothing in the Hot 
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Gates. Wave after 
wave of Persian 
troops smashed against the Greek 
phalanx — a shield wall that spanned 
the pass — and broke. As the Spartans 
had longer spears, stronger shields and, 
crucially, bronze body armour (they 
certainly weren't the topless, loincloth- 
clad warriors of 300), they could jab 
and thrust in meticulously trained 
manoeuvres. So many Persians were 
cut down that Xerxes, watching from 
a throne on a nearby hillside, couldn’t 
keep his calm and composure. He made 
a rash move. All 10,000 of his elite 
troops, the Immortals, were sent in on 
the first day, allowing the Greeks to pick 
off the best Persia had to offer before 
fatigue set in. For the rest of that day, the 
Spartans — as said in the movie - put the 
name of the Immortals to the test. 

The second day went no better, as 
the Greeks could rotate the phalanx to 





stop getting tired. This is when, in 300, 
Xerxes desperately sends increasingly 
fantastical men and creatures, from 
magicians to war rhinos - which they 
had in real life as much as they would 
have had laser guns or Sherman tanks - 
into battle. Just as the real Xerxes grew 
desperate, however, the destiny of the 
battle shifted. In the hope of getting rich, 
a Greek by the name of Ephialtes, who 
wasn’t a hunchbacked former Spartan 
as the movie suggests, told the Persians 
of a small mountain path that would let 
them outflank the Greeks. 


NEVER SURRENDER 


Leonidas had positioned a unit of 

men on this path days before but, on 
seeing the advancing Immortals, they 
swiftly retreated. Knowing that the end 
was imminent, Leonidas ordered the 
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“Spartans! Lay down 
your weapons.” 


“Persians! Come and 
get them.” 
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withdrawal of the bulk of the Greeks, 

saying the Spartans would stay behind as The pass at Thermopylae, known 
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damaging defeat for the Greeks, as as an action-packed adventure, not for Petersen, 2004) 
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Jonny Wilkes explains why the legendary 
shoot-out at the OK Corral was not the simple 
90od-vs-bad clash that the 1993 film suggests 


he bustling new town of 
Tombstone, Arizona, was 
flooded with the sounds of 
gunfire for just 30 seconds 
on 26 October 1881 — but 
the cracks of the 30 shots 
fired would echo through history as one 
of the Old West’s most iconic moments. 
The shoot-out at the OK Corral 
— between five members of the outlaw 
band known as the Cowboys, three of 
whom died, and the lawmen Wyatt Earp, 
his brothers Virgil and Morgan, and Doc 
Holliday - has been immortalised in 
several films, most famously Tombstone 
(1993). In nearly all depictions of the 
shoot-out — including the daily 
re-enactment staged to delight tourists 
in the town today - the Earps are the 
noble enforcers of law and order, while 
the Cowboys are violent thieves and 
murderers who get what they deserve. 
The truth of the OK Corral gunfight, 
however, is far more complex. 


CLASH WITH COWBOYS 


The opening narration of Tombstone 
introduces the Cowboys, a ruthless 
brotherhood of cattle-rustlers and 
killers who can be identified by their 
red sashes. The Cowboys did exist - they 
were thought to number more than 

200 — but they were not the organised 
band portrayed in the film. Rather, they 
worked in small groups to commit petty 
crimes, and there is no evidence that 
they wore red sashes. 

Wyatt, Virgil, Morgan, James 
and Warren Earp (the latter two 
don’t feature in Tombstone and 
took no part in the gunfight) moved 
to the silver-mining community around 
1879 seeking fortune. They were soon 
joined by John Henry ‘Doc’ Holliday, 
who hoped that the warm weather 
would help ease the tuberculosis from 
which he suffered. 

For two years, the Earp brothers 
habitually clashed with the Cowboys. 
When Virgil was made town marshall in 
June 1881, tensions between the Earps 
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DOWN TO EARP 


In the film, when Wyatt Earp 
first arrives at Tombstone he is 
insistent that he wants no job 
in law enforcement. The real 
NVAVAV Zo) irs] ©] ©) IK=1@ MIKO] MES{=N\.2) &o] 10) O)SF 
aelUleliatemeimon ites lame lita 
on stagecoaches, and was 
deputy sheriff of Tombstone 

a year before the gunfight. 


and the Cowboys rose. 
Shortly before Virgil took 
the job, the town council 

passed the controversial 

Ordinance Number 9, 

which required all weapons 

to be handed over in the city limits - a 

rule that Virgil strictly adhered to. 

The Earps attempted to arrest Cowboys 
for a variety of crimes ranging from 
stagecoach robberies to murder, while at 
the same time bending the laws to suit 
their own business interests in town. Both 
sides were culpable of dodgy dealings and 
illegal behaviour, but the Earps’ image 
has been protected - mainly because 
they were the ones wearing the tin stars 
of law enforcement. Wyatt, in contrast 
with his reputation as the legendary 
lawman of Tombstone, had previously 
been a gambler, saloon owner and pimp 
as well as a law enforcer in other towns, 
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Virgil (Sam Elliott), Morgan (Bill 
Paxton) and Wyatt Earp (Kurt Russell) 
head out to disarm the Cowboys 
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Tombstone’s Oriental Saloon 


and was cultivating similar opportunities 
in Tombstone. He was also at loggerheads 
with Cochise County Sheriff Johnny 
Behan over a woman, Josephine Marcus, 
despite being married himself. 


30 SECONDS, THREE DEAD 
At around 3pm on 26 October 1881, the 
tension boiled over. That morning, Virgil 
and Wyatt had each pistol-whipped a 
Cowboy in the face of threats to their 
lives, notably from another Cowboy, 

Ike Clanton. By the afternoon, Virgil 

was concerned that the Cowboys in 
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at the OK Corral and 
Morgan was killed in March 1882. 
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engaged in a war of words in the 
aftermath of the gunfight. The 

of events was wildly different, being 
more sympathetic to the Cowboys. 
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FAR RIGHT: The front page of The 
Tombstone Epitaph the day after 
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. However, there is 


no real evidence that he was an 


intelligent man, nor even that he 
was one of the Cowboy leaders. 
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a town hadn’t given up their firearms, the calf. The third Cowboy fatality, Billy from what 
so he collected a shotgun and rounded Clanton, was shot multiple times, while happened 
up Wyatt, Morgan and Doc, now all his brother Ike and Billy Claiborne fled, at the OK 
deputised as lawmen. Together they screaming that they were unarmed. The Corral, 
walked to the small lot near the OK fight lasted just 30 seconds. but from 
Corral to confront and disarm Ike and The headline of the following day’s subsequent 
x Billy Clanton, Tom and Frank McLaury, Tombstone Epitaph newspaper read: events. The 
“| and Billy Claiborne, who were allegedly “Three men hurled into eternity in the Earp brothers 
Z scheming to kill Doc and the Earps. duration of a moment.” The folk of PIECE OF and Doc were arrested for murdering 
" The two groups were standing onlytwo Tombstone were initially on the side H ISTO RY the three men and it was only after a 
> or three metres apart when the shooting —_ of the Earps, but the Clantons and pee as nag month-long hearing - during which 
: started. Who shot first is unclear, but McLaurys were popular, and some 2,000 sie lato inal Wyatt and Doc spent 16 nights in jail 
= straight away Frank McLaury was hit people watched the funeral procession like the Old West, - that they were cleared. 
4“ in the belly by a bullet from Wyatt. Doc for Billy (19), Tom (28) and Frank (33). the town is a Late on the evening of 28 December 
—, blasted Frank’s brother Tom in the chest must for tourists 1881, Virgil was ambushed on a 
> with a shotgun, which he then discarded RIDING FOR REVENGE Tombstone street by shooters hiding in 
~ for his favourite nickel-plated revolver Films such as Tombstone generally a nearby building. He lost the use of his 
> to finish off Frank with a shot to the depict Wyatt as the central hero figure. arm, but his assailants escaped arrest 
4 head. Morgan was injured by a single His name is the best known of the men even though he was able to identify 
*% bullet that struck both shoulder blades involved in the gunfight and has become them. Nearly three months later Morgan 
S and his spine, but he continued firing, synonymous with frontier justice and was shot in the back and killed while 
< as did Virgil, who picked up a wound in integrity. That reputation came not playing billiards. When the perpetrators 
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who discovered silver in the area 
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were again not prosecuted, Wyatt turned 
his back on the legal system and formed 
a posse. From 20 March to 15 April, with 
Doc riding alongside him, Wyatt pursued 
the men responsible. In Tombstone, this 
‘vendetta ride’ is portrayed as almost a 
one-man war against the Cowboys in 
which dozens are gunned down and the 
criminal gang is crippled, with Wyatt 
frantic to kill the leader, Johnny Ringo. 
In reality, Earp’s posse killed just four 
men. His was not a noble crusade for 
justice but a personal vendetta. 

Wyatt’s quest for vengeance is 
the reason he gets top billing in any 
account of the events that took place in 
Tombstone. His reputation kept growing, 
especially after the publication of Wyatt 
Earp: Frontier Marshall, written by Stuart 
Lake with Wyatt’s collaboration shortly 
before his death in 1929. In the book, the 
Clantons and McLaurys are the bad guys 
while the Earps represent true bastions 
of frontier justice — an image that suited 


WHAT’S UP, DOC? 


Doc Holliday is played with 
aalisvelalr=\ZelUlsm ele] alolelalom ON Ansel 
Kilmer in Jombstone as a 
feared gunslinger and 
marksman. Some accounts, 
though, claim he wasn’t a very 
good shot: In nine shoot-outs 
arom Ali (sxe molal and alac\omanlciar 


Hollywood films perfectly. Wyatt became 
a hero, played by the likes of Henry Fonda, 
Burt Lancaster and Tombstone’s Kurt 
Russell, and the story has been told in a 
variety of romanticised interpretations. 
Tombstone is a thrilling film, with a 
scene-stealing performance by Val Kilmer 
as Doc, but it is certainly a melodramatic 
telling of the tale. 

We're still waiting for a historically 
accurate version of what happened, but 
a small bronze plaque in Tombstone 
attempts to show the Cowboys as 
something more than just the bad guys. 
It is dedicated not to the Earps or Doc but 
to the dead McLaurys, and reads: “One 
owes respect to the living, but to the dead 
one owes nothing but the truth.” 


oO Fiy 1 

Were the Earps the good guys or did they abuse 
their powers to commit murder? 

Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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Escape from 
Alcatraz 


Jonny Wilkes reveals how an ingenious 
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ESCAPE FROM 
ALCATRAZ 





plan, involving papier-mache heads and a 
homemade (well, cell-made) raft, may have 
seen three prisoners achieve the impossible 


Icatraz had been built 

as a fortress designed to 

keep enemies out, yet it 

became really good at 

keeping people in. For 

29 years, from 1934 to 
1963, the small island in San Francisco 
Bay housed the toughest, most notorious 
maximum-security prison in the United 
States, where the ‘worst of the worst’ 
were sent. Think Al Capone, George 
‘Machine Gun’ Kelly and Public Enemy 
#1 Alvin ‘Creepy’ Karpis. 

Escaping from ‘the Rock’ was deemed 
impossible. Guards counted the inmates 
— living in single cells, about three by 
1.5 metres big - 13 times a day and 
watched every step in the dining hall, 
workshops and recreation yard. Doors 
and corridors were barred, crack-shot 
officers scanned the perimeter from 
guard towers, and let’s not forget 
the freezing, strong Pacific waters 
surrounding the facility. 

Of the 36 prisoners who attempted 
breakouts, 23 were recaptured, 
six shot and two drowned. The other 
five disappeared, presumed dead. Yet 
questions remain over the fates of three 
men who got off the island in June 1962. 
Their scheme of astounding ingenuity 
and resourcefulness is the basis of 
Escape from Alcatraz, a thriller that 
leaves you wondering if the much-feared 
prison deserved to be called escape- 
proof after all. 


FORMULATING A PLAN 
Like an old horror movie, the film opens 
with Frank Morris (Clint Eastwood’s 
noble, quiet hero) first setting eyes on 
the Rock through the torrential rain of 
a storm. A thunderclap even echoes out 
at the moment he is shoved into his cell 
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before a guard menacingly announces, 
“Welcome to Alcatraz”. 

Morris spent much of his life behind 
bars, for crimes ranging from drug 
possession to armed robbery, but the 
authorities made the decision to transfer 
him to Alcatraz in January 1960, making 
him prisoner #AZ1441, for causing 
trouble in his previous prison in Atlanta. 
His reported IQ of 133 made him a 
constant escape risk. 

Life in Alcatraz ran by a slow, strictly 
controlled schedule, other than for 
prisoners being punished with a spell 
in ‘the Hole’, pitch-black cells infamous 
for ill treatment suffered at the hands 
of guards. The brutality of the Hole is 
depicted in Escape from Alcatraz, when 


THE FACTS 


Release date: 1979 
DY c=Yo Ko) as 

Don Siegel 

Cast: 
(G@llTalmatesinlreleler 
Patrick McGoohan, 
Fred Ward, 

Jack Thibeau, 
Larry Hankin 


Fun fact: Filming on 
location at Alcatraz, 
the cast and crew 
got a real sense of 
darouee)(oMmY\alalehvare] ale 
Mielkesssmerolareliice)ars 
felt by the inmates 
before them. 





=] |e celed ¢ 
AND A HARD PLACE 
Since its Inauguration in 198], 
the Escape from Alcatraz 
ilarclaalcolamatcismiarellelelsromem Pts ill (=) 


swim from the island, proving 
that it is possible - although the 
competitors benefit from 
wearing proper wetsuits. 
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ever escaped 
from Alcatraz. 
yNatvemateme)al= 

| ever will.” 


LEFT: Clint Eastwood as 

Talantsl asi mi @olal en slo) a aiSMa dale) 

was rumoured to have an 
i @o)mme)\.-1an m1 OF 


MPN AN (ore aoa @) aisvo) ama al 

id arsmanllolel(sme) mets] aM m t-] alee 
BtoN AMM alomrclerlliMVacmaatod.<laalelan 
security procedures meant 
that it cost $10 per prisoner 
per day - the average in 
other prisons was $3. 


Morris is hosed down and left for days 
without food or light after fighting with 
a fellow prisoner. 

Time-filling jobs in the laundry, 
cobblers or tailors were considered a 
privilege, as were books, occasional film 
screenings and the limited time in the 
yard. What Alcatraz did give its inmates, 
though, was time to think. When Morris 
spotted a weakness in the facility - years 
of exposure to salty air had caused 
the concrete walls in the cell blocks to 
deteriorate — a plan began to formulate. 

For it to work, he teamed up with 
John and Clarence Anglin (who he knew 
from his time in Atlanta) and Allen West, 
a neighbouring inmate. As Allen West 
failed to join the final escape, so served 
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“This had been one of 
the most sophisticated 
and well-executed 
escapes ever seen” 
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The day after Allen West 
@iVialersrcmalclasiom ics 
changed to Charley Butts 
lamcalsmullaapmeelel(olammel=ie 
olU MRO) MAlISKe\=)| lama aalsmKe) 
escape with the others, 
he revealed everything. 
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ESCAPE FROM 
ALCATRAZ 
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“This is the Rock, man. They don’t want 
Lol UM Komelom-lapadaliave mal-Ja-m ole) mm a|an(- sag 


ABOVE: A plan is born when Clint Eastwood’s Frank Morris notices 
that the walls of his Alcatraz cell are crumbling. 


RIGHT: John Anglin’s cell, photographed after the escape, complete 
ViVALW ale av ESIK@ LU [a alaahYaualatole mre] alemciantcl im are)(=m Ce)oss1el0] a-veml o)’al alclale| lave mel elual=iceF 


out his sentence before dying in 1978 (at 
the same time as the film’s production), 
his name was changed in the film to 
Charley Butts. 

Beginning in December 1961, the 
escape plan took six months to prepare. 
To get out of their cells and into the 
disused corridor behind Block B, the 
four men widened their cells’ air vents 
by hacking at the concrete holding the 
grill to the wall. They used saw blades 
discovered in the grounds and spoons, 


MAKESHIFT TOOLS 


It was slow work and meant working 
in pairs; while one man, laying on his 
back, chipped away with rudimentary 
tools, the other kept watch. Despite the 
size of the cells — consisting of nothing 
more than a cot, desk, sink, toilet (with 
zero privacy) and odd acquired bits - 
they managed to hide their work with 
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sharpened by melting down silver dimes. 


replica sections of wall made out of 
old magazine pages. Once Morris and 
the Anglins made holes big enough 
to crawl through, they set to work on 
getting through the vent to the roof. 

As West struggled to remove his cell’s 
grill, the other three built a makeshift 
drill, thanks to a motor purloined from 
a vacuum cleaner (this was changed to 
a fan in the film). To hide the sound, 
they only used it when inmates were 
permitted to play musical instruments. 
So their absence wouldn’t be noticed, the 
plotters made use of their toilet paper 
and soap to sculpt a dummy head each, 
painted with the art supplies and topped 
with real hair from the prison barbers. 
Although hardly realistic, they were good 
enough to convince patrolling guards 
that the inmate was sound asleep under 
his blankets, rather than out of the cell. 

There was one final item they had to 
make with whatever resources available: 





















USE YOUR HEAD 


The escape wasn’t 
olisrero Vs asre melee malate 
aarelaaliaremlneslemelelsmne) 
the effectiveness of 
dalomelelaalaa\aalstolelsy 
iialcw-Vareliiamelgelaal-les 
alkei-dalclaaicremualsiias 
‘Oink’ and ‘Oscar’. 


















a raft to get them from 
Alcatraz to the intended 
destination on Angel 
Island. They gathered 
50 raincoats - some donated by fellow 
prisoners — and glued or stitched them 
together. While they were at it, they 
made lifejackets too. To inflate the 
raft, other than with lung power, they 
nabbed a concertina to use as bellows. 
It is thought that Morris learned all the 
tricks of their homemade items through 
copies of do-it-yourself magazine 







































“I may have found a 
way out of here.” 


LEFT: In the disused corridor behind 
Block B, an Alcatraz guard inspects the 
late) Kemal atime ICON cero me) al=meo)m a alsmlalaatsl acts 

to get out of his cell. He is holding 

the mock section of wall, which kept 
the escape plan secret. 


BELOW: A US Coast Guard helicopter 
and ship scour San Francisco Bay for 
mela) auhske) a aisurs are me al=w-Vale) llalcmmnccrercvals 
research has revealed that the success 
(o) mn a= =ss{er=) OLwe (=) el-varer-vomelamulaalarcneli 

id atomaalclaMma)alnclacve mu al=m\s- 18>) a Oloke)aomllelaar 
they would have been pulled out to the 
Pacific Ocean. If after midnight, they 
NiVO10 | (@ Ml aTohVisms OL=\=) ae | gole le [aceon lalke ma al=m e>)VA 
a Mat=\"ai atole me) alsm alelel anueme|(-=)aulunarelal 





“They builta 
makeshift drill, 
thanks to a motor 
purloined from a 
vacuum cleaner” 


Popular Mechanics. There was no doubt -a yellow flower, which symbolised 


that this would be one of the most freedom to Morris, was found by the @) n e Ss to Wa | Kod @ 


sophisticated and well-executed prison warden on Angel Island. Yet the truth is 


escapes ever seen. still not known, and may never be. The Prison movi es 


FBI called an end to the investigation in 

LAST SIGHTING? 1979, but the US Marshals Service have The Great Escape 
After lights-out on 11 June 1962, Morris kept their case file open. There have been (Glo) alawsiaelacel=sem lox) 
put the plan into action, even though sightings and circumstantial evidence The classic story of WWII 
West still hadn’t got out of his cell. He to suggest the Anglins survived at least, POWs who devise an 
was left behind, and Morris and the but the official position remains that all re [Ue foLelolUism ©) t-lamnemel(emne) 
Anglins had disappeared by the time he three drowned as heavy currents and icy in cercro(o)aammyulnameelaallalep 
got out, leaving him no choice but to go waters made their attempt impossible. passports and rations for 
back to his cot. The feeling of betrayal Yet it was supposed to be impossible to hundreds of escapees. 
must have been strong, as West would break out of the prison at all. 
later assist the official investigation. The Even if Morris and the Anglins didn’t | =3-) oY] [Leys M@miaelal<ilane 
others made it to the roof, shimmied survive, their escape did achieve a Schaffner, 1973) 
down a pipe to the ground, climbed vict ver Alcatraz. In the aftermath Sufferin 10] exe) areliucela eve eeueen Desiree 

pipe to the ground, c e ctory over Alcatra e afterma U ere \Walel exe) oJals for the border in WWII 
a barbed-wire fence and reached the of the inquiry, it wasn’t just the physical in a French Guyana prison, epic The Great Escape 
shore. That is the last thing known about _ state of Alcatraz that was crumbling, miclaldimexe] ©)] olan @vat-lalslaas 
all three men. The intense search the but its reputation. Less than a year later, (GTakoldatclapsins\ om Mine lula\lal a stirring performance 
following day found nothing, save for a the Rock was closed down for good. © feX-vaxe)gaatslarex>> mull mele as Provisional Irish 
little bag made out of a raincoat, with elaNadallale mKem=ss\er~] ely IBXevol0] e) kets] Vaa any, 
personal items belonging to the Anglins a laat=1an] el) @l=ie) ©) e)\yarct-] ale ish 
inside, on the shore of Angel Island. Fi * WHATDO YOU THINK? Hunger WAV ALO CLe\=om KOM =). 40 a=) 00T> 

For the sake of a happy ending, Escape __ What historical film would you like to EGSiraiew lene lul-\-1anrelel=)) lateluasmnemsr-latehele 

from Alcatraz strongly implies that the see as our next Reel Story? Mitel atel=]m ats el-lale(-laxelhi-Suummmr-ler-llatsiam lanl elaiselalant-lale 
men survived the trip across the water Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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THE LAST KING 
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THE LAST 
KING OF _ |[ 


Like Amin and the ‘royal’ title he claimed, the 
film grasps reality somewhat loosely. Fact-based 
fiction may tell a good story, but it can distract 
from the crucial messages, says Jonny Wilkes 
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fter watching Kevin 
Macdonald’s hard- 
hitting The Last King of 
Scotland, it wouldn’t be 
surprising if many were 
left thinking, “Wow, did 
that really happen? Did a young Scottish 
doctor really find himself at the heart of 
Idi Amin’s Ugandan regime, fall for one 
of his wives, remain naive to the worst 
of the dictator’s atrocities and, when 
facing certain death, make a daring 
escape by sneaking onto a plane?” Well, 
unfortunately, no. The story is too good 
to be true, grounded in Giles Foden’s 
novel rather than fact. 
This film — while a gripping, 
performance-driven thriller — is 
another culprit of stretching the 
‘based on a true story’ tag a bit beyond 
credulity. There are details from the 
events in Uganda during Amin’s reign, 
1971 to 1979, but action centres around 
James McAvoy’s Dr Nicholas Garrigan, 
a fictionalised foil, there to provide a 
western perspective on African politics. 
In fact, if it wasn’t for the ferocious 
Oscar-winning turn by Forest Whitaker, 
Amin himself could have been sidelined 
as a secondary character, which would 
hardly tally with his reputation as a 
sadistic, mass-murdering dictator. 


WARNING SIGNS 

What The Last King of Scotland doesn’t 
show is how Amin rose to a position 

to seize power in the first place. With 
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Uganda being a protectorate 
of Britain, the young Amin’s 
military career began in 

the King’s African Rifles 

of the British Colonial 

Army, where he served 

as an assistant cook. His 
officers remembered 

Amin as uneducated and 
illiterate — he needed help 
opening a bank account for 
his wages - but powerfully 
built, at well over six feet tall, 
and a good soldier. He secured 
several promotions, becoming one 
of only two Ugandan soldiers at the 
rank of commissioned officer, yet Amin 
gained a reputation for violence and 
cruelty. In signs of what was to come, he 
tortured for information and would kill 
suspects intended for arrest. 


HEAVY-HANDED 
By the time Uganda achieved 


independence in 1962, Amin had 
bullied his way into a strong position 
close to the new Prime Minister, 
Milton Obote, who was hardly adverse 
himself to using heavy-handed or 
corrupt methods. But, after years of a 
seemingly mutual relationship, Amin 
heard Obote intended to have him 
arrested for pocketing military funds, 
so led a relatively bloodless coup on 
25 January 1971. According to The Last 
King of Scotland, this is the same time 
that Amin injured his hand in a car 


| Sel Melc) f 


Release date: 2006 
Director: 

ew alam rere leyarcliel 
OFT} 

Forest Whitaker, 
James McAvoy, 
Kerry Washington, 
(Ciilitclaw-Varelsyesce) ay 
David Oyelowo, 
Syiaalelam cel sielaaren, 


Fast fact: To prepare 
Ko) au alism ce) (omc kw-VanllaF 
Forest Whitaker 
learned Swahili, met 
members of Amin’s 
family and stayed in 
(el atelecreukclanelelalare 
production. Once 
filming was over, 
Whitaker had a 
Keyatemsiaredwi2)an ke) 
“wash him off”. 









“Something 
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ABOVE: Forest Whitaker as the 
Ugandan dictator. In The New 
York Times review, Manohla 
Dargis wrote: “It’s a role rich 
lame) aisisiswrelavem ©) exele mr-lare, 
Mr Whitaker makes the 
| most of it. But what you 
faletaxe las il ianirslelolelar- mantle 
who fed the corpses of his 
victims to the crocodiles is 
Yo) aalsvaaliale manlelacwucve)aar=laallare) 
hateful and vile.” 
LEFT: Milton Obote, who was 
ousted as President of Uganda in 
Wiel Ales AVAL VAMVUto is Keele] OM (-1em o\vay-Vaaliar 


accident with a cow and was treated by 
the passing doctor Garrigan, who he 
befriended due to his love of all things 
Scottish. Most Ugandans despised Obote 
and so welcomed Amin’s coup with 
joy, taking to the streets and cheering. 
The international community equally 
celebrated as they hoped that this 
change would bring a more peaceful 
and less corrupt reign to the country, 
something Amin encouraged by making 
gestures, such as freeing political 
prisoners and dismantling the secret 
police. Like the fictional Garrigan, 
people were won over by his occasional 
amiability, charisma and grand promises 
— but the pretence didn’t last long. 
Throughout his eight-year rule, 
Amin could demonstrate buffoonish 











| SUCKER PUNCH 


Before he was a 
aalelgel=)aelulsmel=\-Jelolm 
Kolm-Nealiamatsiemuat> 
light-heavyweight 
‘| boxing title in Uganda 
gelaniicsol KOM lolol) 
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behaviour that belied his image as 

a murderous dictator. The full title 

he awarded himself, for example, 

was “His Excellency President for Life, 
Field Marshal Al Hadji Doctor Idi Amin, 
VC, DSO, MC, Lord of All the Beasts of 
the Earth and Fishes of the Sea, and 
Conqueror of the British Empire in 
Africa in General and Uganda 

in Particular”. 

And it wasn’t a Scottish doctor that 
gave Foden’s novel and Macdonald’s 
movie their title, but Amin himself. He 
felt an affinity with the plight of the 
Scots against English rule so named 
himself the ‘Last King of Scotland’, 
discussed raising an army for the cause 
of Scottish independence and gave 
some of his many sons names such as 


> 


“Amin felt an 
affinity with the 
plight of the Scots 
against English rule” 


THE KILLING 
eo) ON Al 


In the film, the fictional 

INikel ave) icism Grol aalelclamsiicis)esmyaiaa 
one of Amin’s wives, Kay, for 
which she ts killed. The real 
Kay did have an affair, but with 
mUlerelalerolameleleite) ater i(-) ae(-t-1 115 
however, was equally brutal. 


Amin’s five wives: 
ro [Mo] gec=Yo Mme (=3-{-Jan-lo 
late me|(=te 


SION MEO)\mndClaln-Veallamiiiamalcmularcl 
wife, Sarah, in 1975, who survived 
laliaalrs)aremsi=)en6|@M- i atoll acto] (elena 
Tottenham. He married at least five 
women - his first and second wives, 
Malyamu and Kay in 1966, Nora in 


IISToWAr= lave \ rele) arelem Milellatci lai ioe sen 
Oya wAcm ii] celal ioe Salo lalarelelarencvomela 
Radio Uganda that he had divorced 
Malyamu, Nora and Kay. Malyamu 
ane)v{cre Icom Ie) ale (o)a mae) g- Mi (=\omKe) 
Zaire and Kay died in hospital in 
AANYAS1N=) a (010 ;Smel | gelU] aalsine] aleccisy 
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THE LAST KING 
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“It’s not for me. | tried human flesh 
and it’s too salty for my taste” 


PN S1@)VAmeel MX= 146 [=] ei als] Abel Kam eXO) 4 al ©) ANVAciL ers] NV ar> | ale aal=iir) ©) ale) alors] NVA - Va all all eLelsisistsicr=1e. 
a brilliant sense of leadership as a performance and his PR was provocative. 
sJaaliilale Mi alKe mers] aalsl eis alome| ce) ©) ol=1eY.=1 4 ef-] ml ele)anl osm) | ele || alemnemer-lalaliey-]isiaar 

r= 1U | R@l@l gs (earn) aL0 IO (=) al olei(o(> va ©) =n 4 Gla ll Nay 010] 0) |(om=) <a\ol Ud (e)al o)/melal-melmy-Vanllans 
death squads. BOTTOM RIGHT: Passports of dead victims. At one point, 
mols aamlama arom Nillom els\ers)aalsmeilolerel=\e mona efele|(=1ome Ulan ecscom lama alsmanicle 


McKenzie and Mackintosh. He was all 
too happy to antagonise the English at 
any opportunity, even the Queen. He 
would send provocative, or downright 
insulting, telegrams to world leaders, but 
to Elizabeth I, Amin sent an invitation 
to Uganda so the Queen (or “Liz” as he 
addressed her) could meet a “real man”. 

Yet Amin could swing from an 
eccentric to a sadistic tyrant at a 
moment’s notice. Shortly after his coup, 
he set about removing any remaining 
Obote supporters in deadly purges. 
The army was decimated in his first 
year, only to be rebuilt with young men 
from his own people, the Kakwa, and 
politicians would mysteriously disappear 
or end up dead in highly suspicious 
circumstances. The Acholi and Lango 
tribes were especially targeted by Amin’s 
death squads. 

Soon, the people of Uganda grew 
to fear agencies established to quash 
opposition, with the sinister names of 
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Public Safety Unit and State Research 
Bureau. People were tortured and 
murdered in their thousands - at one 
point, a dam in the Nile became clogged 
by the bodies dumped in the river. Far 
from watching the brutality from afar, 
Amin revelled in the horrific violence. 
He kept photographs of victims (many 
bludgeoned by sledgehammers), fed 
corpses to crocodiles and was reported 
to be a cannibal, eating the flesh of 

his murdered enemies. An estimated 
300,000 people died under Amin, 
dubbed the ‘Butcher of Uganda’. 


EXECUTIONS ON TV 

The enemies Amin didn’t kill, he 
kicked out of the country. In 1972, he 
announced that everyone of Asian 
descent, around 60,000 people, had 

90 days to leave Uganda, calling them 
“bloodsuckers”. In fact, the opposite 
was true, aS many owned businesses 
and were significant contributors to the 








HEART OF 
DARKNESS 


Tamdatsm ic yAcm aipiaslelelsmaciler 
75-year-old hostage Dora 
Bloch had been taken to 
ale)s} o)ite] mm Olsnelasmualsmanliccielal 
and was left behind. In the 
Simesiaaatclaany.\iillimits(om -1(eLeqn| 
dragged from her bed and 
shot, as well as the medical 
staff who tried to help her. 


nation’s income. The Ugandan economy 
plummeted with their expulsion and 
shops couldn’t supply staple foods, such 
as sugar, butter and salt, which led to 
an increase in black-market smuggling. 
Amin’s response: public, televised 
executions of anyone caught. 

With each new horror and atrocity 
coming out of Uganda, Amin became 
a loathed figure around the world - a 
symbol of evil from a continent where 
dictators and regimes were all too 
common. He made his contempt for his 
international reputation clear in 1976 
when he allowed a plane hijacked en 
route from Israel to France to land at his 
country’s Entebbe airport. With Amin 
directly involved in the crisis, the non- 


As well as insulting telegrams to 
the Queen inviting “Liz” to 
Uganda to meet a “real man” 


elale 


ANIA 


awarded himself the ‘Victorious 
(Sico\s\swaro es anl=\elo] mEOmanlielusmual-m Aer 


“An estimated 
$00,000 people | 
died under the 
‘Butcher of 


Uganda’”’ 


Israeli hostages were freed but it took a 
crack team of Israeli commandos to get 
all but three of the remaining 103 out. 
Humiliated by the speed of the rescue 
mission, Amin took revenge by killing 
hundreds of Uganda-based Kenyans (the 
hostages had been taken to Kenya) and 
the final hostage, who had been taken to 
a nearby hospital. 


RAID ON ENTEBBE 

The Entebbe raid is where The Last 
King of Scotland ends, with a tortured 
and bloodied Garrigan fleeing for his 
life aboard the plane filled with the 
hostages. That, in essence, sums up 

the problem with the film’s focus on a 
fictional character — Garrigan’s thrilling 
(but fictitious) escape distracts from 
real events. So much so, that people are 
left wondering whether he actually was 
based on a real person, and the far more 
important issues the film could raise are 
almost lost. 

There may be a connection between 
the character of Garrigan and Bob 
Astles, a British soldier and member 
of Amin’s inner circle (nicknamed the 
‘White Rat’), but he was a complicit 


player. Throughout the film, meanwhile, 
the audience is asked to believe that 
Garrigan is ignorant of the extent of the 
atrocities, which means the true horrors 
seen in Uganda are far from explored 
and sympathies for the young doctor 
wane quickly. 

Amin remained in power until 
1979, when an ill-judged invasion of 
Tanzania backfired and the Ugandan 
forces - used to beating unarmed 
civilians - were overwhelmed. When 
Tanzanian troops neared the capital of 
Kampala, Amin fled. He lived in Saudi 
Arabia until his death in 2003, without 
ever facing justice. 

The Last King of Scotland is well- 
made and is lucky to have such a 
striking performance by Whitaker, but 
when the story of Amin’s regime is so 
fascinating, and horrifying, it’s a strange 
choice to hinge the film on something 
that didn’t actually happen. © 


Ei WHATDO YOU THINK? 
ls there a film based on historical events you 
would like to see as our next ‘Reel Story’? 
Email: editor@historyrevealed.com 
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of Amin’s regime 
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LEFT: The film’s action centres around 
James McAvoy’s fictional Dr Nicholas 
Garrigan, presumably to provide a western 
perspective on African politics. 
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Robert ‘The White Rat’ Astles, May 1978. 


Ones to watch: 
Enemies of the state 


(1984) Based on the real 
experiences of journalists 
Dyidamoagslamclaremey.elalyys 

Yel at= 10] 01-140 Pin &=] ©) ere. 
Tam@x-janlexeteit-melelalare 
tyrant Pol Pot’s bloody 
‘Year Zero’ cleansing 
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(AOlOlsD MU] Iarol am aiel are 
gives a heart-breaking 
performance as Captain 
Gerd Wiesler, an agent of 
the Stasi, East Germany’s 
brutal secret police, 

sent to monitor a liberal 
writer. A must-watch. 


Haing S Ngor as Dith Pran 
in 1984’s The Killing Fields 
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When was Britain last invaded? 
How old is the toilet seat? 
YD ows y | Could women be medieval knights? 
> a Sd \ ~| Find the answers to these questions and hundreds 
Who was Mona Lisa? an more in this bumper Q&A compendium from 
be History Revealed. Inside, a panel of eggheads answers 
—_ | OF questions on ten different topics, including the 
Who invented the toothbrush? . ssuagm ss Ancient World, Kings & Queens, Medieval 
ital af i Se Times and the Two World Wars. 
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Why was Ethelred Unready? 


And many more... 4 cs 


INSIDE YOU WILL FIND: 
@ Hundreds of facts to thrill history 
fans of all ages 
Exciting, rare historical photographs 
@ Fascinating infographics 








FOOD & DRINK - one of ten chapters packed with GRAPHIC HISTORY - Pompeii is revealed in facts WONDERS OF THE WORLD - take a closer look at 
busted myths and top trivia and figures, along with many other topics the Taj Mahal, as well as ten other historic sites 


ORDER ONLINE 
www.buysubscriptions.com/historyanswers 


Quote code HQAHAT6 


OR BY PHONE 0844 844 0388) Quote code H@AHAI6 


Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-lpm Saturday. 
“Subscribers to History Revealed receive FREE UK postage on this special edition. Prices including postage are: £10.49 for all non-subscriber UK residents, £11.99 for Europe and £12.49 for Rest of World. 
All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 


From the makers of MISTORY 


BRITAIN’S 
GREATEST 


BATTLES 


Agincourt, Waterloo, Trafalgar, Hastings, 
the Battle of Britain and many more! 
Britain’s Greatest Battles tells the complete story 
of the battles that have shaped Britain. 
- Expert commentary accompanies hundreds 
of photos and illustrations of original weapons, 
armour, battlefields and characters. 
- Easy-to-follow battle maps sit alongside 
exploded and annotated illustrations. 


case ieee INSIDE YOU WILL FIND: 
Saree ars Pa Hundreds of facts to thrill 
Trafalgar * Hastings | - i 
© | Naseby  Rorke’s Drift "SRS Sage ae history fans of all ages 
©€1 the Battle of Britain fect? a Exciting, rare historical photographs 
gis many Mors: Fs. a , Fascinating infographics 


066: the Norma'™ 
came, they saw, 
jjand they conquered 


GRIPPING STORIES - the events of each battle are HOW THEY FOUGHT - we look at the combatants on TACTICALLY SOUND - how the battle played out is 
told in an engaging way to truly bring it to life all sides, exploring their weapons and equipment explained using clear illustrations and graphics 
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